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Lebanese Finance and Commerce 


Affected by Middle East Crisis 


The Middle East crisis has disturbed Lebanese finance and com- 
merce considerably, though Lebanon has not been actively involved. 
News of hostilities in the Sinai and Suez Canal regions precipitated 
heavy runs on a number of Beirut banks, including British, French, 


Egyptian, and Arab capital banks. 


these banks were redeposited in other 
banks, but some funds were hoarded 
either in local currency or in the more 
stable foreign currencies. 

The Government's banker, Banque de 
Syrie et du Liban, saved the situation 
through active rediscount operations 
with aid from other banks not affected. 
The exchange market was initially dis- 
organized but was operating as usual by 
the end of November. Exchange rates, 


except a severely depressed) Egyptian 
pound, showed little change. Capital 
flight was evident. 


Credit Terms Tightened 


Probably the most serious factor in 
the situation was the combined effect 
of extreme tightening of local credit 
and the demand by foreign suppliers for 
irrevocable letters of credit. This de- 
velopment was in contrast to the liberal 
terms enjoyed by Lebanese importers— 
even from the United States—for some 
time and the exceptional credit volume 
within the country. A continued lack of 
financial confidence in the Middle East 
generally promised a difficult problem 
of readjustment for Lebanon. 


Supplies Ample 


Lebanon was quite well stocked or 
had access to supplies ample for some 
time when news of the crisis broke. The 
Government announced that supplies 
were adequate, revived price-fixing 
powers, and decreed severe penalties 
for violators. Exports of foodstuffs, ex- 
cept fruits and vegetables, were made 
subject to prior licensing. Arrivals of 
major shipments by sea were regularly 
published by the Ministry of Economy. 
The Goverment made arrangements with 
importing companies for the control] and 
distribution of these essentials to mer- 
chants normally in the trade and at 
prices prevalent before the crisis. 
Wholesalers reported little basic change 
in prices and claimed no real speculative 
hoarding was occurring. 

The diversion of eastbound ships from 


Funds which were withdrawn from 





the Mediterranean to the Cape route 
made no noticeable difference in the 
total volume of Beirut port activity, 
this factor being offset initially by di- 
versions from Egyptian ports. An esti- 
mated 5,000 tons of sea cargo destined 
for Egypt was offloaded at Beirut in 
the first 2 weeks of November. Local 
shipping agents foresaw a rapidly de- 
veloping shortage of cargo space to the 
eastern Mediterranean as a result of 
the readjustment of sailings to cope 
with a closed Suez. 

The Beirut International Airport upon 
the closure of Syrian airspace, was 
relegated to a feeder station status. Some 
Lebanese were concerned that the re- 
routing of international eastbound 
traffic via Istanbul might result in per- 
manent damage to Beirut’s status as 


an international air center. 

Overland movement of cargo from 
Beirut and Lebanon generally to Jor- 
dan, Iraq, and Saudi Arabia was inter- 
rupted only briefly. Although formali- 
ties for transit to Syria increased, goods 
were reported to be moving smoothly. 
Charges for these services had in- 
creased, but transport agents main- 
tained that these increases were un- 
related to the problem raised by events 
and had been planned by transport 
companies for some time. Rates to Iraq, 
for example, were raised 10 percent.— 
U. S. Embassy, Beirut. 





Bolivia and Paraguay have reached 
an agreement, later to become a treaty, 
for construction of a trans-Chaco oil 
pipeline to extend about 700 kilometers 
from their border to a point on the 
Paraguay River to be determined by 
Paraguay. 

Construction of the 6-inch pipeline 
will be divided between the countries 
and will begin early in 1957.—U. S. 
Embassy, Asuncion. 





Field Offices Give 


Quick Service 


Information on all phases of world 
trade—from comprehensive economic 
and business data to details on 
export and import regulations—is 
quickly and directly available to 
businessmen in their own localities 
through the 32 Field Offices of the 
U. S. Department of Commerce. 


Conveniently located in the busi- 
ness centers of the United States, the 
Field Offices are staffed with foreign 
trade specialists who keep abreast 
of developments in the United States 
and abroad. Aided by the current 
information and publications sent to 
them regularly from Washington, 
they are well equipped to serve world 
traders in their communities. 

Supplementing these Field Offices 
is a coast-to-coast network of some 
800 cooperative offices—local cham- 
bers of commerce and other business 
organizations—which have been fur- 
nished with Department publications, 


-and reference materials for use by 


businessmen. 


The addresses of the Department’s 
Field Offices follow: 
Albuquerque, N. Mex., Room 821, Post 
Office Bidg. 
Atlanta 3 a., 604 Volunteer Bldg, 66 
Luckie 8t. 

Boston 9. Mass., 1416 U. 8. Post Office and 
Courthouse Bldg. 

Buffalo 3, N. Y., 117 Ellicott St. 

Charleston 4, S. C., Area 2, Sergeant 
Jasper Bldg., West End Broad St. 

Cheyenne +> ty 307 Federal Office Bldg. 

Chicage é, Iil., 226 W. Jackson Blvd. 

Cincinnati 2, Ohio, 442 U. 8. Post Office 
and Courthouse. 

Cleveland 14, Ohio, 1100 Chester Ave. 

Dallas 1, Tex., Room 3-104, Merchandise 
Mart, 500 8S. Ervay St. 

Denver 2, Colo., 142 New Customhouse. 

Detroit 26, Mich., 438 Federal Bidg. 

Greensboro, N. C., Room 407, U. S. Post 
Office Bldg. 

Houston 2, Tex., 430 Lamar Ave. 

Jacksonville « Fia., 425 Federal Bidg. 

Kansas City 6, Mo., Federal Office Bldg. 

Los Angeles 15, Calif., 1031 8. Broadway. 

Memphis 3, Tenn., 212 Falls Bldg. 

Miami $2, Fla., 300 NE. First Ave. 

Minneapolis 1, Minn., 819 Metropolitan 


Bldg. 
New Bricans 12, La., 333 St. Charles Ave. 
New York 17, N. Y., 110 BE. 45th St. 
Philade!phia 7, Pa., 1015 Chestnut St. 
Phoenix, Ariz., 137 N. Second Ave. 
Pittsburgh 22, Pa., 107 Sixth St. 
Portland 4, Oreg., 217 Old U. 8. Court. 
house 
Reno, Nev., 1479 Wells Ave. 
Richmond 19, Va., 1103 E. Main St. 
St. Leuis 1, Me., 910 New Federal Bidg. 
= Lake City 1, Utah, 222 SW. Temple 
t 


San Francisco 11, Calif., Room 419 Cus 
tomhouse. 

Savannah, Ga., 235 U. 8. Courthouse and 
Post Office Bldg. 

Seattle 4, Wash., 909 First Ave. 
For local telephone numbers consult 

U. 8. Government section of phone book, 





Herold C. McClelian, Assistant 
Secretary for International Affairs 
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Foreign Trade Increases 





Japanese Industrial Output Steady 


Japanese industrial production in July and August was at the high 
level reached in the first 6 months of 1956, stimulated by increasing for- 
eign trade, expanding capital investment, and accelerated domestic sales. 

Previous indications that economic stresses were threatening bal- 
anced economic expansion were emphasized by the emergence of a 


balance-of-payments deficit, a further 
price rise, and bottlenecks in rail trans- 


port facilities, electric power, and iron 
and steel production. 


Export demand was relatively good, 
but the record high imports to meet the 
domestic demand increased the total 
trade deficit from $341 million in June 
to $490 million at the end of August, a 
rise of $85 million as compared with the 
deficit for the first 8 months of 1955. 
Wholesale prices have increased by 4.5 
percent since January, and indications 
are that imports will remain at a high 
level to help counteract inflationary 
pressures as the Government’s semi- 
annual foreign exchange budget for the 
September-March period totals a record 
$2,342 million. 

In a further move to prevent excessive 
investment and ease the strain on re- 
sources, the Bank of Japan restored the 
high penalty rates of interest for loans 
in excess of established lines of credit 
for each commercial bank. Despite pre- 
vailing threats to stability, it was the 
general feeling that measures already 
adopted by the Government and indus- 
try would contribute significantly to 
balanced economic expansion. 


Industrial Preduction Up 


Industrial production reached a new 
postwar high in July, but declined slight- 
ly in August—mainly reflecting a sea- 
sonal drop in mining. Significant gains 
were registered in machinery, foodstuffs, 
ceramics, printing, rubber, and leather. 
Other manufacturing industries in- 
creased slightly or held firm—except 
metals, which declined moderately be- 
cause of material shortages. The ma- 
chinery industry particularly showed 
great strength, reflecting boom condi- 
tions in Japan’s shipbuilding industry 
and the high level of investment in cap- 
ital goods for plant expansion. 

The machinery-production index was 
up by 43 percent, compared with August 
1955. Despite warnings of the possible 
adverse economic effects of rising invest- 
ment, a major bank specializing in indus- 
trial finance published a survey indicat- 
ing that 1,108 manufacturers intended 
to invest the equivalent of some $1.5 
billion in the fiscal year ending March 
1957. If these plans materializ.:, invest- 
ments would be an estimated 83 percent 
above the previous fiscal year, as con- 
trasted with the Government's original 
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projection of a 25- to 30-percent in- 
crease. Outstanding orders in the hands 
of machinery manufacturers at the end 
of July reportedly amounted to about 
$1.3 billion. 

The cotton textile industry is an ex- 
ception to continued capital expansion 
as increased spindleage is now prohib- 
ited under the provisions of a new law. 


Shortages May Slow Output 


The high expansion rate in total in- 
dustrial production may be restricted 
by a rapidly developing shortage of rail 
transportation and inadequate supplies 
of steel and electric power. Railway 
freight tonnage has been 10 percent 
above last year’s levels, and depots re- 
portedly are jammed with 1.5 million 
tons of cargo. 

The transportation shortage is a result 
of increased production and bumper 
harvests, and wide-scale food spoilage 
and curtailed production in areas heavily 
affected: are threatened. The Govern- 
ment is attempting to ease the situation 
by increasing coastal shipping and estab- 
lishing a priority system for rail load- 
ings, ‘but recognized that these are 
temporary measures at best. 

In the steel industry measures adopted 
to expand production and capacity and 
to hold down prices included record 
foreign exchange allocations for the im- 
portation of requirements. The Govern- 
ment and industry had anticipated only 
an 8-percent increase in demand for 
electric power in the summer, but it 
was actually 17 percent, and develop- 
ment of additional productive capacity 
for industry was hampered in many 
areas. 

Shortages are expected to intensify 
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and may amount to 3.8 billion kilowatt 
hours in 1957. To meet the’situation the 
Government is studying ways of relay- 
ing power from relatively rich to needy 
areas and expediting long-range pro- 
grams for new thermal and hydro plants. 

Domestic deliveries of all products 
reflected increased production, rising by 
3 percent between June and August and 
showing an increase of nearly 20 per- 
cent over the August 1955 figure. Sig- 
nificant gains in July and August were 
registered in rubber, ceramics, machin- 
ery, chefnicals, coal, and paper and pulp, 
but petroleum deliveries declined slight- 
ly. Deliveries of capital goods were 46.3 
percent higher in August than in the 
comparable month last year, compared 
with a 9.8-percent increase in the cor- 
responding period for nondurable con- 
sumer goods. 

Factory inventories of finished goods 
in August wexe down by 9.2 percent. 
The wholesale-inventory index in July 
was up by 14.3 percent, as compared 
with: last year, owing to augmented 
wholesaler’s stocks of coal, textiles, and 
petroleum, which offset declines in non- 
ferrous metals and iron and steel. 


Foreign Trade Expands 

Exports and imports in July and Au- 
gust remained high. Continuing high 
levels of export orders and demand for 
raw materials influenced the Govern- 
ment to formulate a record foreign ex- 
change budget of $2,342 million for the 
6-month period ending March 31, 1957. 
The additional allocation of foreign ex- 
change is expected to provide adequate 
supplies of raw materials for Japan’s ex- 
panding productive capacity. In formu- 
lating the budget, special consideration 
was given to steel, nonferrous metals, 
rayon yarn, and certain other industries 
in which shortages have developed, caus- 
ing price increases and diversion of prod- 
ucts from export to domestic markets. 

Merchandise imports for the first 8 
months totaled $2,065 million, an in- 
crease of 27 percent as compared with 
aggregate imports for the first 8 months 
of 1955. Imports reached $276.4 million 
in July and $289.9 million in August, 
the latter a postwar monthly record. 
In the first 8 months. of 1956, imports 
of industrial raw materials—such as 
iron ore, iron and steel scrap, coal, cot- 
ton, wool, and mineral fuels—registered 
significant increases, and imports of 
foodstuffs declined: owing to a record 
foodgrain crop in 1955 and prospects for 
a near-record crop for the current year. 

Exports in July dipped below the June 
figure, but increased shipments of iron 
and steel, ships, marine products, and 

(Continued on page 6) 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 








Some German Economic Sectors on 
Slackening Trend; Others Stimulated 


The economic situation in the Federal Republic of Germany was 
“jn delicate balance in September, the Bank Deutscher Laender (BDL) 


reports. 


.Although trends toward a slackening of the boom appeared in some 
sectors, the number of factors stimulating economic expansion increased 


and the outlook was that it would rise 
still further. 

Indications of the boom’s slowdown 
were as follows: 

@ A smaller than usual seasonal up- 
swing in the industrial-production in- 
dex following the large decline in June- 
August. 
@ Slightly increased unemployment and 
fewer job vacancies shown in labor sta- 
tistics for the first time since 1949. 
@ Subdued domestic investment activ- 
ity, especially in building, as a result 
of tighter credit and price increases 
during the boom. 

Construction Down 

Building activity in September, es- 
pecially in rough construction, was 3 
percent below that for the like period 
last year. Building productions in the 
preceding 3 months averaged 2 percent 
below the comparable period last year. 
In August, the number of hours worked 
in housing construction, which was af- 
fected most by the decline in building 
activity, fell 5 percent below the cor- 
responding month last year. Other con- 
struction, such as industrial building 
and public projects, dropped for the 
first time below the level of the com- 
parable month in 1955. Mortgage com- 
mitments for housing by lending insti- 
tutions and insurance companies de- 
clined 890 million German marks from 
January through September 1956 from 
the comparable period in 1955 (4.2 Ger- 
man marks=US$1). 

Since housing construction was 
given special support when other 
branches of the building industry were 
not booming, the BDL considered a 
certain restraint in housing construc- 
tion indispensible to the establishment 
of a sound balance among all branches 
of the construction industry and to 
avoid price increases, which would hit 
the less well-to-do as hard as a housing 
construction decline. 

Capital Goods Output Up 

Overall capital-goods production in 
the Federal Republic in September was 
still 5 percent above the comparable 
month of last year, but the volume of 
domestic orders received by West Ger- 
man capital-goods industries in August 
was 5 percent below the corresponding 
month last year. The increase rate in 
overall capital-goods production over 
the comparable period of last year de- 
clined from 13 percent in the first half 


of 1956 to 7 percent in the third 
quarter. 
Factors cited as endangering eco- 





nomic stability were the apparent trend 
toward increased personal and Govern- 
ment consumption, continuing upward 
price trends in the Federal Republic, 
German foreign-trade developments 
wherein foreign demand seemed to grow 
much faster than German imports, and 
excessive payments surpluses resulted 
in overliquidity of West German banks. 

Personal consumption in the Federal 
Republic grew faster than the gross na- 
tional product, primarily as a result of 
the large increase in mass income and 
the decline in the growth of private 
savings, which occurred in the past 
year. The large increase in mass in- 
come was the result primarily of the 
strong wage uptrend and increased em- 
ployment. The BDL expressed concern 
that the 8-percent wage and salary in- 
crease exceeds the 5-percent increase 
in productivity, and that the reduction 
in working hours under new collective 
agreements might result in increased 
payments for overtime, thereby increas- 
ing personal consumption. 

Further stimulation of personal con- 
sumption is expected, the BDL said, as 
a result of tax reductions effective on 
October 1, 1956, and January 1, 1957, 
providing for almost 2 billion German 
marks in tax savings, and from cur- 
rent and forthcoming increases in pay- 
ments from public funds to recipients 
of social insurance pensions and public 
aid. 

Moreover, it appeared almost certain 
that the disputed “pension reform” 
would go into effect on January 1, 1957, 
resulting in an increase in total pay- 
ments for social insurance pensions of 
at least 4 billion German marks an- 
nually. Although part of these addi- 
tional payments will be financed from 
increased consumer contributions, this 
pension reform will also increase per- 
sonal consumption. 

Government consumption, which has 
been static for a year and a half, has 
increased as a result of growing Ger- 
man defense expenditures. These ex- 
penditures are expected to grow con- 
siderably in the near future with arma- 
ment imports supplemented by domes- 
tic production and services. 

West German industrial exports in 
July and August were reported 25 per- 
cent above the comparable period of 
last year, and domestic industrial sales 
increased by only 10 percent. New ex- 
port orders received by West German 


(Continued on page 19) 


India Shows Deficit in 
Balance of Payments 


The outstanding feature of India’s 
balance-of-payments position for the 
quarter ended June 1956 was a sub- 
stantial deficit on current account of 
445 million rupees (1 rupee=US$0.21), 
as against a surplus of 45 million rupees 
in the preceding quarter and a surplus 
of 5 million rupees in the corresponding 
quarter in 1955. 

This deficit partly reflected the sea- 
sonal pattern but it was largely the 
result of Government policy directed 
toward industrial development under 
the second 5-year. plan, 

This industrialization led to a sub- 
stantial increase in imports of machin- 
ery and iron and steel manufactures, 
According to official Indian trade sta- 
tistics, imports of machinery were 
valued at 377.2 million rupees in the 
quarter ended June 1956, compared with 
256.2 million rupees in the quarter 
ended June 1955. Iron and steel imports 
were 325.5 million rupees and 112.3 mil- 
lion rupees, respectively. 

Imports of all commodities in these 
quarters rose from 1,484 million rupees 
in 1955 to 1,884 million rupees in 1956, 
an increase of about 30 percent. Simul- 
taneously, exports valued at about 1,303 
million rupees in the quarter ended June 
1956 remained at the same level as in 
the corresponding period of the preced- 
ing year despite Government export 
promotion measures. 

Currency Holdings Down 

Reserve Bank of India officials expect 
that, for the quarter ended September 
1956, the deficit will be of the same 
order practically as for the quarter 
ended June 1956. By the end of Septem- 

(Continued on page 27) 





investment in 


UNION OF 
SOUTH AFRICA 


conditions and outlook 
for United States investors 


- « « A handbook of basic back- 
ground information prepared by 
the Bureau of Foreign Commerce. 


75 cents 


From U. S. Department of Com- 
merce Field Offices, or from the 
Superintendent of Documents, 
U. S. Government Printing Office, 
Washington 25, D. C. 











Foreign Commerce Weekly 











dia’s 
the 
sub- 
it of 
).21), 
pees 
rplus 
iding 


sea- 
Y the 
ected 
inder 


sub- 
.chin- 
tures, 
» sta- 
were 
n the 
| with 
larter 
ports 
3 mil- 


these 
‘upees 
1956, 
simul- 
1,303 
| June 
as in 
reced- 
>xport 


expect 
ember 

same 
uarter 
‘_ptem- 


prs 


ack- 


rce. 


om- 

the 
ents, 
fice, 








WV eekly 





ee TE 


ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 





Swiss Industry at Capacity Levels 


Most Swiss industries operated at or near capacity in the third 
quarter of 1956, according to available indicators, and maintained the 
general high level of the country’s economy. 

As in the preceding months, the metals and machine industries, 


including the watch industry, led 
chemical industry also prospered, par- 
ticularly im the pharmaceutical and in- 
dustrial chemical branches. The cotton- 
goods industry reportedly did well, but 
in the silk and rayon industry com- 
plaints were made about the pressures 
of rising prices and foreign competition. 


Construction boomed, despite the 
limitation of Federal building expendi- 
tures. Housing construction in Septem- 
ber was more than double the August 
figure—3,861 dwelling units were built 
in the third quarter, compared with 
3,470 in the comparable period of 1955. 
In the same period, 777 industrial build- 
ing projects were approved by Federal 
inspectors, compared with 688 for the 
third quarter 1955. According to a semi- 
arinual index of building ‘costs in Zu- 
rich, issued in August, such costs have 
increased 1.9 percent since February 1 
and 2.6 percent since August 1955. 

Unemployment Rises 

The high level of industrial activity 
is evidenced in the increased overtime 
hours worked in the face of the vir- 
tually undiminished labor shortage. 
More than 4.1 million overtime hours 
were authorized by cantonal authori- 
ties in the third quarter, as compared 
with about 3.9 million for the com- 
parable period last year and almost 3 
million in the third quarter of 1954. 

Unemployment registration increased 
slightly in September—673 unemployed 
persons registered as against 646 in Au- 
gust. Although job vacancies decreased 
slightly, the number of vacant posi- 
tions registered was almost 10 times 
greater than the number of totally un- 
employed persons, i.e., 6,185 vacancies 
in September and 6,380 in August. 

A 30-percent increase occurred in for- 
eign work permits issued in August 
over the corresponding month a year 
ago, the January-August 1956 total 
equaling 217,962 and 178,104 for the 
first 8 months of 1955. As of mid-Au- 
gust, 325,100 foreign workers were em- 
ployed in Switzerland, more than half 
of whom were permanent. In Septem- 
ber, the number of foreign workers 
continued to increase. 


Price Indexes Up 


Prices continued the upward trend, 
as small increases occurred in the con- 
sumer-price index and in the wholesale- 
price index—-both influenced largely, 
though not entirely, by seasonal factors. 
The consumer-price index rose from 
175.6 in July to 176.2 in August and 
176.5 in September. In the same period, 
the wholesale-price index also in- 
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with a large order backlog. The 





creased slightly from 219.6 to 220.8, and 
reached 221.7 in September (both in- 
dexes, August 1939=100). 


The Federal Government and the 
press were both concerned with the 
general question of continued price and 
wage increases, and in September heads 
of the cantonal governments, on invita- 
tion, met with representatives of the 
Federal Council in Bern to discuss the 
general economic situation and the pos- 
sible inflationary implications of price 
and wage increases. 

Although the August level of retail 
trade fell below that in July, probably 
because of the extremely bad weather, 
it was about 9.4 percent above August 
1955. With better weather in Septem- 
ber, retail trade increased and stood 
about 7.8 percent above September a 
year earlier. Tourist trade in July rose 
and, despite the weather conditions in 
August, remained steady, showing an 
increase above the preceding year. 

Foreign Trade Increases 

Imports and exports, in both quan- 
tity and value, declined in August from 
their July peak, but recovered in Sep- 
tember, quantity and value of exports 
exceeding the July level. This high ex- 





New Industry Targets 
In India Outlined 


Programmes of Industrial De- 
velopment 1956-61, a 430-page vol- 
ume prepared by the Indian Plan- 
ning Commission, contains an in- 
dustry-by-industry review of tar- 
gets for industrial production by 
1961. “ 

This information supplements 
the more general discussion of in- 
dustrial development contained in 
the Second Five Year Plan, also 
prepared by the Indian Planning 
Commission, since it describes in 
some detail the progress achieved 
under the first plan, current proj- 
ects authorized, expenditure for 
capital expansion, and production 
targets for 51 major industries. 

A limited number of copies of 
Programmes of Industrial Devel- 
opment 1956-61, is available for 
reference in the Far Eastern Divi- 
sion, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C., or 
through the Department’s Field 
Offices. 











port value reduced the traditional im- 
port excess to the smallest surplus for 
any month since March. Both August 
and September foreign trade figures 
showed an increase over the correspond- 
ing months in 1955. ; 

Imports in August and September, 
respectively, were 625.6 million francs 
and 635.5 million, and exports in the 
same months totaled 454.1 million and 
536 million (1 Swiss franc=US $0.234). 
Totals for the first 9 months of 1956 
were 5,451.4 million francs for imports 
and 4,413.4 million for exports. | 

The cumulative import: surplus is 
much larger than that for last year, and 
Switzerland may experience a balance- 
of-payment deficit for the first time in 
many years. Under present boom con- 
ditions, however, this development is 
not considered disadvantageous, since 
it will have an anti-inflationary effect. 


In both months, imports of wheat and 
other foodstuffs increased significantly 
over last year’s, and purchases of fuel 
and primary industrial materials and 
metals continued to increase. Automo- 
bile and machine imports also were 
above the level for September last year, 
although machine imports were down 
considerably from the high level 
reached in August this year. Watches 
and machinery continued to hold the 
biggest share in increased exports, but 
significant increases appeared also in 
exports of the chemical and shoe indus- 
tries and in chocolate and cheese ship- 
ments. 

The United States continued to hold 
second place, following Germany in 
Switzerland’s foreign trade. Swiss im- 
ports from the United States were 86.9 
million francs and 81.3 million, respec- 
tively, in August and September, and 
exports to this country in the same 
months were 58.2 million francs and 
73.7 million. Totals in U. S.-Swiss trade 
for the first 9 months of 1956 amounted 
to Swiss imports of 703.8 million francs 
and exports of 519.3 million. 

In late September trade negotiations 
were started with France, but the 
Mixed Commission established under 
the 1955 trade agreement could not 
agree on several problems which arose 
—leading to the expectation that fur- 
ther meetings would have to take place 
later on. Earlier negotiations with 
Israel led’ to an agreement signed in 
Bern on September 14 covering com- 
mercial exchanges for the 12 months 
beginning October 15, 1956. 

An agreement was signed with Lux- 
embourg providing for Swiss citizens 
in that country to share in war dam- 
age compensation paid under Luxem- 
bourg laws. At its August session the 
Federal Assembly approved ratification 
of the International Wheat Agreement. 

Although the short-term money mar- 

(Continued on page 19) 
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Japanese Industrial . . . 
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cotton textiles in August brought total 
exports to $1,569 million for the 8-month 
period, an increase of 28 percent as com- 
pared with last year. Exports of ships 
for the first 8 months were up sharply 
from $34 million in 1955 to $147 million 
in 1956, and iron and steel products rose 
by 27 percent to $155 million. Shipments 
of cotton fabrics, valued at $164 million 
in 1956, increased 20 percent, and rayon 
filament fabrics rose markedly to $50 
million. Fish and fish products were up 
by 75 percent, to $78 million in 1956. 
Moderate declines occurred in shipments 
of raw silk, clothing, copper, aluminum, 
textile machinery, and sewing machines. 


Exchange Payments Increase 


In July, foreign exchange payments 
as reported by the Bank of Japan ex- 
ceeded receipts by $12 million, the first 
adverse balance for any month since 
May 1955. The situation improved some- 
what in August, although a deficit of 
$500,000 was recorded. Despite these def- 
icits, the international accounts showed 
an aggregate surplus of $235 million for 
the first 8 months of 1956—a slight in- 
crease as compared with the correspond- 
ing period of last year. Receipts totaled 
$2,123 million, a 28-percent increase, 
while payments rose by 32 percent to 
$1,888 million. 

Latest official data show foreign ex- 
change holdings of $1,570 million at the 
end of June 1956, a slight increase over 
the $1,535 million for March. Dollar 
holdings rose from $988 million in March 
to $1,092 million at the end of June. 
Open-account balances showed no sig- 
nificant change, but sterling holdings 
fell from $297 million to $233 million. 

The recent drain on sterling has re- 
sulted from a combination of two fac- 
tors—increased imports by Japan from 
the sterling area and the shift in the 
past year from bilateral (open-account) 
trading to sterling settlement arrange- 
ments with several countries, including 
West Germany, Sweden, and Italy. If 
account is made for the various deferred 
short-term foreign exchange obligations, 
and uncollected trade accounts, Japan’s 
net foreign holdings amount to about 
$1,000 million. 


Money Market Fluctuates 

The money market, unexpectedly tight 
in June, eased slightly in July but tight- 
ened again in August as the ‘tempo of 
Treasury withdrawals of funds from the 
public increased. Commercial bank loans 
continued to increase substantially, and 
loans and discounts of the Bank of 
Japan—which jumped from 18.4 billion 
yen in April to 63 billion yen in June— 
held steady at 62.3 billion in July, then 
rose to 92.7 billion yen.at the end of 
August (360 yen=US$1). 

In August, the Bank of Japan’s Policy 
Board reduced the ceiling for borrowings 
on which the Bank’s minimum loan rate 


6 


applies, thereby deterring the banks 
from greater borrowing from the cen- 
tral bank. Instead, the banks went to 
the call market for month-end fund 
requirements. 


Currency in circulation declined by 
4.4 billion yen between June and August 
but was still 41.7 billion yen, or 10 per- 
cent, higher than the August 1955 figure. 
Bank of Japan holdings of Government 
bonds at the end of August amounted 
to 428.9 billion yen, the lowest month- 
end total since September 1955. This 
resulted largely from a reduction in 
holdings by the Bank of short-term 
Government bonds, in part seasonal be- 
cause outstanding food bills ordinarily 
decrease during this period, but it also 
reflects the unfavorable shift in July 
and August in the balance of payments, 
which reduced the amount of short-term 
Government foreign exchange bills held 
by the Bank of Japan. 


Outstanding commercial bank loans 
mounted from 3,406 billion yen in June 
to 3,569 billion at the end of August, an 
increase of 163 billion yen, or nearly 5 
percent. Deposits, on the other hand, 
rose by only 2.6 percent to 4,168 billion 
yen at the end of August. Active de- 
mand for borrowed funds and the ten- 
dency toward overloans appear to have 
resulted from a combination of factors, 


including the need for operating funds 
arising from the high level of industrial 
activity, increased domestic investment, 
and a rise in domestic consumption. 


Wholesale Prices Rise 
Wholesale prices during July and Au- 
gust continued their slow but persistent 
rise. By August 30 the index had reached 
102.8. This represents an increase of 4.5 


percent since January and 54 percent 
since August 1955. The index for metals 
and machinery rose to 109.6 in July and 
113.5 in August, an increase of 13 per- 
cent since January, when the index 
approached 100 for the first time since 
1952. 

These price increases reflect, in part, 
shortages of iron and steel products and 
the Government has made provisions in 
the foreign exchange budget to increase 
import requirements for the iron and 
steel industry. Machinery manufacturers 
in particular support this policy, since 
metal prices have a direct bearing on 
costs of machinery, especially ships, 
most of which are contracted for with- 
out escalator clauses. The building- 
materials index also increased sharply 
and that for foodstuffs and fuels ad- 
vanced moderately. Declines were noted 
in the price index for textiles and chem- 
icals.—U. S. Embassy, Tokyo. 
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FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





Swedish Central Bank Australie Revises Various Tariffs 


Raises Discount Rate 


The Swedish Riksbank on November 
23 raised its official discount rate from 
3% percent to 4 percent. 

At the same time commercial banks 
put into effect a corresponding upward 
adjustment in loan and deposit rates, 
and savings institutions were expected 
to take similar actions. 

Along with the raising of the discount 
rate, the National Debt Offiee an- 
nounced the floating of a 24-year 4%- 
percent loan, and subscription lists were 
open November 27 through December 
6. The loan, for which no total was 
announced, was to be dated December 
10, 1956, with maturity on December 
10, 1980. It will be callable at any time 
after December 10, 1971. 


Economic Protection Sought 


In a statement accompanying the dis- 
count-rate increase the Governor of 
the Riksbank reviewed the background 
of this central bank action. He ex- 
plained that although the country’s 
economic balance had improved during 
the past year there were ever-present 
risks that it might be disrupted. 

The Governor also pointed out that 
although this danger was evident 
before the recent Suez crisis, the serious 
deterioration in the international polit- 
ical situation involved the added risk 
that speculative tendencies, with all 
their consequences for disruption of 
economic stability, would be encouraged. 
The discount-rate increase and _ the 
decision to float a long-term loan, he 
added, should be interpreted primarily 
against that background and that the 
purpose of the measures was to at- 
tempt to influence the banking system’s 
liquidity position in such a way as to 
permit continuation of the Riksbank’s 
restrictive credit policies. 

The Governor stated that the Riks- 
bank wished neither to maintain the 
higher interest rate level nor to prolorig 
restrictive credit policies for a period 
longer than necessary, but he warned 
that the Riksbank would not. hesitate 
to tighten its policies should develop- 
ments require such action. 

The increase in the national bank’s 
discount rate is the first such change 
since April 1955, when it was raised 
from 2% percent to 3% percent. The 
recent change should be incorporated in 
Department of Commerce publication, 
Basic Data on the Economy of Sweden, 
World Trade Information Service, part 
1, No, 56-55, section on Banking, page 7. 





Persons expecting to reside in Aus- 
tralia should take at least one kerosene 
heater if they intend to live in rented 
houses, according to “Living Costs and 
Conditions in Australia,” WTIS, Part 2. 


December 17, 1956 


Australia” on November 1 put into 
effect a number of revisions in import 
tariff descriptions and rates. 


On the basis of Tariff Board findings 
import duties were raised on. several 
items, reduced on some, and eliminated 
on others, the Minister for Customs and 
Excise announced, ~ 


The following changes apply to im- 
ports from the United States and other 
most-favored-nations: 

The duty on furnishing and uphol- 
stery fabrics, tariff item No. 105 A 3, 
is raised by 20 percent ad valorem to 
approximately 50 percent, and the 
description is reworded to include some 
fabrics formerly dutiable at much lower 
rates. 


A new item, No. 105 A 4, is estab- 
lished to cover piece goods of cotton or 
chiefly of cotton used as substitutes for 
cotton canvas or duck and the duties 
are set at the high duties now levied 
on those items, that is, 11 pence a 
pound plus 32% percent ad valorem 
under the regular tariff rate, or 1 pence 
a square yard under departmental bylaw 
(1 Australian pound = US$0.933). 

Medicinal tablets similar to those 
produced in Australia from a single 
therapeutic substance not commercially 
produced or manufactured in Australia 
are to be classified under a new item, 
No. 285 B 3, dutiable at three-fourth 
pence per 1,000 tablets plus 10 percent 
ad valorem, or at the maximum ad 
valorem duty of 20 percent. The revised 
rates indicate an approximate increase 
of 10 percent. 

The duty on girls’ and women’s 
hosiery of the circular type is reduced 
to 35 percent ad valorem minimum, and 





—_ 


Burma Abandons Buying 
Through Board 


The Government of Burma will 
abandon its present system of 
purchasing all goods through its 
Union Purchase Board and will 
revert to the old system of indi- 
vidual purchases by each Govern- 
ment department, Burmese news 
sources report. 

A year’s trial of employing the 
Union Purchase Board as the sole 
source of procurement for all Gov- 
ernment departments reportedly 
has proved more costly and less 
efficient in the long run than the 
older system. 

The Board will now handle only 
a limited number of common-use 
items that can be _ purchased 
readily in bulk, such as cement 
and corrugated iron sheets. 











the hosiery is included’ with similar 
hosiery of other than circular type 
under revised item No. 115 E 1 and 2. 
Purse frames have been placed under 
new item No. 376 H, dutiable at 32% 
percent, whereas they were 
subject to duties of 50 or 55 percent 
under other tariff items. i 
Provision is made under tariff item 
No. 400 for duty;free admission from 
any country of goods imported for re- 
pair or alteration|and intended for re- 


turn to country of origin. This provision 
replaces a previous similar concession 

ned solely to secondhand goods 
owned by residents of the Territory of 
Papua and New Guinea and imported 
into Australia for repair or alteration. 
Now that the somewhat rigid require- 
ments for duty deposit or guaranties 
have been removed the Government ex- 
pects that more orders for repair work 
will be received from abroad by Aus- 
tralian industry, 


Printed catalogs, price lists, and cer- 
tain advertising materials, item No, 
338 D, and samples of negligible value, 
No. 404, also are admitted duty-free 
from all sources. This action carries out 
provisions of the International Conven- 
tion which facilitate import of com- 
mercial samples and advertising mate- 
rials. It also\eliminates the collection 
of insignificant amounts of duty on 
small quantities of printed advertising 
matter sent by mail to individuals in 
Australia.—U. S. Embassy, Canberra. 





Swedish Taxes To Continue 
On Automobiles, Investments 


Automobile and investment taxes will 
continue in force in Sweden next year, 
as proposed by the Swedish Government 
and approved by the Riksdag. 

Principal modifications in these taxes 
for 1957 are an increase in the auto- 
mobile tax rate from 10 to 12 percent, 
exemption of used automobiles from 
payment of the tax, elimination of the 
practice of accounting for automobile 
tax revenues in a separate budget, and 
an increase from 20,000 crowns to 
30,000 crowns in the tax-free limit for 
the investment tax (1 crown= 
US$0.193).—U. S. Embassy, Stockholm. 





The Israeli Government has levied a 
duty of I1£350 a metric ton on raw cot- 
ton, tariff iteni No. 227 (1 Israeli 
pound = US$0.56). 


Imposition of the duty, which went 
into effect on August 1, reportedly was 
designed to protect the expanding do- 
mestic cotton-growing industry.—U, S. 
Embassy, Tel Aviv. 
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Syria Raises Variety of Duties 


The Syrian Government, pursuant to 
its policy of protecting local industries, 
has raised its customs duties on several 
manufactured agricultural products and 
on a variety of other items. 

Syrian tariff items affected by the 
changes; their new duties, in Syrian 
piasters per unit specified and/or per- 
cent ad valorem; and former rates, 
shown in parentheses, are as follows 
(1 Syrian pound of 100 piasters=—ap- 
proximately US$0.28 at free-market 


rate): 
125. Confectionary, per one-half gross 
kilogram: jasters (100 piasters), but 


duty not less than 100 percent ad valorem 
(50 percent). 

138. Preserved tomatoes and tomato sauce, 
whether seasoned or not, per one-half gross 
kilogram: 100 (35), but duty not less than 
100 percent (50). 

139. Other preserved vegetables, potherbs, 
and parts of plants: 

(a) Olives and capers, per one-half gross 
kilogram, 70 (35), but duty not less than 
100 percent (50). 

(b) Other, without addition of sugar, per 
one-half gross kilogram, 70 (35), minimum 
duty not under 100 percent (50). 

_ ce) Other, per one-half gross kilogram, 
, but duty not less than 100 percent 


140. Preserved fruit, whole, in quarters, 
or in pieces, with or without addition of 


ome: ; 

a) Without addition of sugar, 
half gross kilogram, 70 (35), 
less than 100 percent (50). 


er one- 
uty not 


(b) Other, per one-half gross kilogram, 
70 (35), but duty not less than 100 percent 
(50). 

141. Fruit, fruit peel, plants, and parts 


of plants, preserved in sugar, 
gross kilogram, 70 (35), 
than 100 percent (50). 

142. Jams, jellies, 
and pastes: ' 

(a) "aout addition of sugar: 1, Apricot 

— he (50); 2, other, per one- 

a4 logram, 70 (35), but duty not 
so than 100 percent (650). 

(b) Other, per one-half — kilogram, 
70 (35), but duty not less an 100 percent 
(50). 

143. Fruit juices, liquid or concentrated, 
without addition of . ugar: 

(d) Other, per one-half 
70 (35), but duty not less 
(50). 

144. Fruit juices, liquid, sweetened, and 
sirups for beverages, not Ce om! alcohol, 
per one-half kilogram. 70 (35), ut -duty 
not less than 100 percent (50). 

339. Pyrotechnics (fireworks, firecrackers, 
and similar items): 

(a) Electric primers, lighters (monopoly 
products), exempt (exempt). 

(b) Other, 50 percent (25). 

375. Rubber tires for vehicle wheels: 

(a) Solid tires, 25 percent (25). 

(b) Pneumatic tires and inner tubes for 


per one-half 
but duty not less 


marmalades, fruit pulp 


ross kilogram, 
nan 100 percent 


tractors and ——— machinery (new 
classification), 1 percent. 
(c) Others, per net kilogram, 100 (100). 


467. Yarn manufactured from rayon or 
nylon mixed with wool and not prepared for 
retail sale: 


(a) Pure rayon or nylon yarn, per net 
kilogram, 100 (100). 
(b) Yarns mixed with wool: 1, in which 


reentage of rayon or pylon is less than 
Bo percent (20 percent), exempt (exempt): 
2, in which percentage of rayon or nylon is 
over 60 reent (20 percent), per net kilo- 
gram, 1 (100). 

580. Hosier 
floss, or si) 
thereof: 

A 3 Stockings and socks: (a) Men's socks, 
per dozen pairs, 1,000 (750); (b) Women's 
stockings, per dozen pairs, 1,400 (1,200), 
but duty not less than 100 percent (50). 

581. Hosiery manufactured of pure rayon 
ay nape: 

CH rayon or nylon: 
= sted ings and socks: (a) Men's socks, 


manufactured from siik, silk 
floss waste, or a mixture 


per dozen “pairs, 1,000 (500); (b) Women's 
stockings of pure rayon, per dozen pairs, 
1,000 (700). but duty not less than 100 
percent (50); (c) Men's socks of nylon, per 
per dozen pairs, 1,000 (700); (b) Women's 
stockings of nylon, per dozen pairs, 1,200 
(1.000), but duty not less than 100 percent 
(a0). 


583. Hosiery manufactured of cotton or 
other vegetable textile materials: 

4, Hosiery of cotton: III, Stockings and 
SOcKS: 

(a) Socks of cotton, pure or mixed, with 
sole measuring more than 17 centimeters, 
— dozen pairs, 1,000 (400), but duty not 
ess than 60 percent (30). 

(b) Stockings of cotton, pure or mixed, 
with sole measuring more than 17 centi- 
meters, per dozen pairs. 1,000 (600), but 
duty not less than 60 percent (30). 

(ec) Socks of mercerized cotton, with sole 
measuring more than 17 centimeters, er 
dozen pairs, 1,000 (700), but duty not less 


(Continued on page 25) 


Guatemala Quote Set 
For Import of Flour 


The Guatemalan Ministry of Econo- 
my on November 8 authorized import 
into Guatemala of up to 60,000 quintals 
of hard spring wheat flour in the 2- 
month period December 1956-January 
1957 (1 quintal=101.43 pounds). 

Wheat imported under this authori- 
zation is chargeable to Guatemala’s 
flour quota under the International 
Wheat Agreement and is to be distrib- 
uted as follows: To commercial bakers, 
31,383 quintals; commercial importers, 
23,616 quintals; and Production De- 
velopment Institute, 5,001 quintals. 

All such imports must be certified by 
the health authorities of the exporting 
country and must have a minimum pro- 
tein content of 13.6 percent, maximum 
moisture content of 14 percent, and 
maximum ash content of 0.47. 

The last Guatemalan flour import 
quota was announced in Foreign Com- 
merce » Weeny, October 22, 1956, page 8. 
—U. S. Embassy, Guatemala. 





Germany Opens Quota 
For Gum, Candy 


The Federal Republic of Ger- 
many has opened a new import 
quota for chewing gum _ and 
candy from the United States, it 
has been announced. 


License applications will he 
accepted from December 1 until 
an unannounced value limit is 
reached, but not ‘later’ than 
December 31, 1956. 

The imported articles must clear 
customs by January 15, 1957.— 
U. S. Embassy, Bonn. 

This queta replaces a previous 
one, reported in Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, October 8, 1956, 
page 6. 











Japan Eases Controls 
On War Damage Awards 


Restrictions are to be eased on re- 
mittance in dollars of yen received by 
American nationals as compensation 
for war damage to property in Japan 
or as restoration of funds seized by 
the Japanese Government during the 
war, the Japanese Ministry of Finance 
has announced. 


A person holding such yen in a non- 
resident exchange account may file an 
application for remittance of the en- 
tire amount. The application must be 
filed not later than December 31 and 
should be submitted to the Bank of 
Japan through any bank in Japan au- 
thorized to dealin foreign exchange. 

The application will be approved im- 
mediately if the amount of compensa- 
tion award or restored fund is less than 
$10,000. If the amount exceeds $10,000 
the Ministry of Finance will determine 
the extent to which remittance will be 
permitted after taking into considera- 
tion the aggregate amount of the ap- 
plications and the Government’s for- 
eign exchange position. 

This relaxation of restrictions applies 
only to those who have placed their 
yen funds in nonresident accounts.— 
U. S. Embassy, Tokyo. 


Greek-Danish Trede To 


Conform to Import Rules 


Trade in both directions between 
Greece and Denmark is to be carried 
out within the framework of liberalized 
import regulations currently in effect 
in both countries, under the terms of a 
renewed trade agreement. 

Greek exports, mainly agricultural, 
are subject to quantitative quota re- 
strictions in Denmark amounting to 
$369,184. 

The Greek-Danish trade agreement 
expired on August 24 was extended to 
the same date of next year through an 
exchange of letters dated September 
4, 1956. 

In the period September 1, 1955-July 
31, 1956, Greek exports to Denmark, 
consisting mainly of such commodities 
as leaf tobacco, currants, figs, and 
grapes, totaled $405,760, including in- 
visible receipts, and Greek imports from 
Denmark amounted to $2,776,348 includ- 
ing invisible payments. 

Thus the Greek indebtedness to 
Denmark amounted to $2,370,588. This 
was reduced to $124,336 by August 1, 
1956, by settlement through the 
European Payments Union.—U. S. Em- 
bassy, Athens. 

Austrian imports of U. . leaf tobacco, 
mainly flue-cured and Bur ley, were 35.6 
percent below’ the January-June 1955 
level of 4.6 million pounds, the Foreign 
Agricultural Service reports. 
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lran and U. S, S. R. 
Sign Fisheries Pact 


Iran plans to export to the U.S. S. R. 
in the year ending March 31, 1957, fish 
and fish products to a value of $797,000, 
under a fisheries agreement signed by 
the countries in June of this year. 


Exports are to consist of 46 metric 
tons of caviar valued at $498,000, 500 
metric tons of sturgeon at $168,000, and 
700 metric tons of other fish at $131,000. 

The agreement was concluded within 
the framework of the Iran-Soviet barter 
agreement for April 1, 1956-March 31, 
1957, which sets a maximum quota of 
$855,000 for Iranian fish and fish 
product exports to the U. S. S. R. 


Prices agreed upon for Iranian ex- 
ports include delivery from the Iranian 
port of Bandar Pahlevi on the Caspian 
Sea to the Soviet port of Baku. If 
Iranian shipping is not available, the 
U. S. S. R. is to furnish the necessary 
transportation. 

The amount of caviar, sturgeon, and 
other miscellaneous fish to be sold to 
the Soviet Union is the same as that 
agreed upon last year, but prices are 
increased for two items: First grade 
beluga caviar is raised from $18 to $20 
a kilogram, and sturgeon fish is quoted 
at $336 a metric ton instead of $317. 

Fishing equipment from the U.S. S. R. 
will partly offset the value of Iranian 
fish exports. The maximum quota set 
for Soviet fishing equipment and nets 
under the barter agreement is approxi- 
mately $144,000, the same as under the 
agreement for the preceding year. 
Fishing boat gear, fish-processing mate- 
rials, and tins for fish canning may be 


included in the Soviet exports.—U. S. 


Embassy, Tehran. 





Bermuda Frees Entry of 


Dollar TV, Radio Sets 


Radios and television sets may be 
freely imported into Bermuda from the 
United States and other dollar areas, 
beginning January 1. 

This action reduces to 31 the number 
of items which Bermuda still restricts 
for import from the dollar area (Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, Oct. 29, 1956, p. 7), 

The move follows the Bermuda Gov- 
ernment’s decision to permit Kindley 
Air Force Base to step up the power 
used in its television broadcasts to per- 
mit reception anywhere in the islands. 
Transmission had been limited to the 
area of the base itself —U, S. Consulate 
General, Hamilton, 

Lighting and heating costs for apart- 
ments and houses in Australia run from 
$100 to $200, and from $200 to $400 a 
year, respectively, according to “Living 
Costs and Conditions in Australia,” 
WTIS, Part 2. 


December 17, 1956 


FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 


Forced Loans Continued by Brazil 


Natural and juridical persons will be obligated to continue making 
loans to the Brazilian Government for 10 more years. 

Such forced loans, continued under the terms of law No. 2973 of 
November 26, were first instituted for the 5-year period 1952-56, by 
law No. 1474 of November 26, 1951, to provide funds for the Govern- 


ment’s economic development plan, or 
Plan of Reequipment and Promotion of 
the National Economy. 


Under both the original and the new 
legislation the amounts of the loans 
required of each natural and juridical 
person are to be determined on the 
basis of the amount of his payable in- 
come tax. 


The compulsory loan for juridical 
persons remains at 15 percent of the 
amount of income tax payable. This 
percentage also applies to collection of 
income tax at the source. 

For individuals the forced loan has 
been 15 percent of the amount of tax 
payments of over 10,000 cruzeiros annu- 
ally. The computation now is altered as 
follows: 15 percent of amount of income 
tax due above 20,00 cruzeiros up to 250,- 
000 cruzeiros annually; 20 percent of 
amount of tax between 50,000 and 1 
million cruzeiros;: and 25 percent of 
payments of income tax above 1 million 
cruzeiros annyally. The 3-percent rate 
which has been levied on companies’ 
reserves and undistributed profits, ex- 
cept Jegal reserves and technical reserve 
funds of insurance and capitalization 
companies, is increased to 4 percent. 

Government bonds called “Economic 
Rehabilitation Bonds” are to be issued 
5 years after payments are made in the 


amount of 125 percent of the payments. - 


The bonds are to be payable in 20 equal 
annual installments and will bear in- 
terest at the rate of 5 percent. 

Funds from forced loans are ad- 
ministered by the National Bank for 
Economic Development, created by law 
No. 1628 of June 20, 1952. The new law 





Nicaragua Puts Consumption 


Tax on Domestic Cigarettes 


Nicaragua has established a uniform 
consumption tax, equal to 36 percent of 
the retail price, on all cigarettes locally 
manufactured, whether by machine or 
hand. 

The retail price including the con- 
sumption tax will be established by the 
manufacturer, who must register the 
price with the Director of Internal Rev- 
enue. Manufacturers are responsible 
for the collection of the tax by means 
of special tax stamps attached to the 
finished product. 

Decree No. 213, under which the tax 
was established, published on Novem- 
ber 1 and effective 5 days thereafter, 
supersedes all previous legislation per- 
taining to consumption taxes on locally 
manufactured cigarettes.—Diario Oficial, 
November 1, 1956. 





provides that the Bank’s administrative 
council shall approve at the beginning 
of each year a budget of investments 
for the Bank on the basis of estimates 
of revenue accruing froni forced loans 
and deposits with the Bank by Federal 
savings banks and insurance and capi- 
talization companies. 

The following order of priorities is to 
be observed: Reequipment and exten- 
sion of the railway system; reequip- 
ment and extension of ports and ship- 
ping; construction and extension of 
electric power systems; installation and 
extension of basic industries; construc- 
tion and extension of warehouses, silos, 
slaughterhouses, and refrigerated ware- 
houses; development of agriculture, in- 
cluding rural electrification; other de- 
velopments. 

At least 25 percent of resources 
accruing to the Bank from the compul- 
sory loans must be applied to under- 
takings in the central-west_and north 
or northeastern regions of the coun- 
try, including the states of Sergipe, 
Bahia, and Espirito Santo, and are in- 
tended to raise the per capita income 
or improve economic conditions in those 
regions. 

Industries engaged in‘ extraction of 

(Continued on page 25) 





Greece Allows Barter 
With Albania, Iran 


Private barter-trade transactions with 
Albania and Iran have been authorized 
by the Greek Foreign Trade Board. 

This authorization, granted under a 
Board decision of July 11, provides that: 

@ Greek imports of textiles, cotton 
goods, and artificial and synthetic fiber 
goods cannot exceed 10 percent of goods 
exported from Greece. 

@ Imports into Greece must precede 
exports from Greece in all barter trans- 
actions, which must be self-liquidating. 
Exports may precede imports provided 
a guaranty of 10 percent of the amount 
of the exported goods is deposited with 
the Bank of Greece. 

@ Barter agreements must be ap- 
proved by authorized officials before 
they may be put in effect. 

Greek barter trade is regulated by a 
Foreign Board decision of June 30, 1956, 
which, in addition to specifying barter- 
trade procedures, revoked barter-trade 
privileges with Czechoslovakia, Poland, 
and East Germany, 

Albania and Iran are the only coun- 
tries with which Greece now permitd 
barter trade——U. S. Embassy, Athens. 
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FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 








Australia Tightens Automobile Entry 


On and after March 1, 1957, motor- 
cars, motorvans afid motortrucks can- 
not be taken into Australia as duty- 
free personal effects by passengers in- 


tending to become permanent residents 
of Australia unless they have been in 
the passengers’ personal use and pos- 
session .overseas for not less than 18 
months. , 

Further, eagh passenger will be re- 
quired to furnish a security that the 
vehicle will not be sold or otherwise 
disposed of for 2 years from date of 
import, the Australian Minister of Cus- 
toms has explained. Substitution of 
another vehicle for the one owned over- 
seas in the 18-month period, now per- 
mitted under some circumstances, will 
no longer be allowed. 


At present a vehicle to be imported 
must have been in the passenger’s per- 
sonal use and possession overseas for 
12 months and it must be retained by 
the passenger for 3 years before it may 
be sold. 

Disposal of a vehicle in any way be- 
fore expiration of the 2 years now speci- 
fied will make the passenger liable for 


Sweden, New Zealand To 
Avoid Double Taxation 


A convention between Sweden and 
New Zealand for the avoidance of 
double taxation went into effect on 
November 22, the Swedish Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs has announced, 


This convention, which also provides 
for prevention of evasion of income 
taxes, is to continue in force indefinitely 
but may be terminated by either con- 
tracting party on or before June 30 
in any calendar year after 1958 upon 
written notice through proper diplo- 
matic channels.—U. S. Embassy, Stock- 
holm, 








Greece-Japan Pact Sets 
New Lists, Credit Margin 


Commodity trade lists have been 
revised, the credit margin of $250,000 
raised to $500,000, and the minimum 
amount.of trade in each direction set 
at $25 million in a renewed Greek- 
Japanese trade agreement, 

The agreement expired on March 31 
of this year was renewed to the same 
date of next year by an exchange of 
notes on September 20. 

In the period April 1, 1955-March 31, 
1956, the first 12 months of the agree- 
ment’s operation Greek exports to Japan 
plus invisible receipts amounted to 
$547,466. Greek imports from Japan 
including invisible payments totaled 
$930,119.—U. S. Embassy, Athens, 
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the import duty regularly imposed on 
such vehicles. 

Americans going to Australia for per- 
manent residence and wishing to take 
their cars with them should have them 
converted to right-hand drive, as most 
Australian States will not license left- 
hand-drive automobiles—U. S. Em- 
bassy, Canberra. 


These changes should be noted in 
Department of Commerce Publication, 
Living Costs and Conditions in Aus- 
tralia, World Trade Information Serv- 
ice, part 2, No. 56-100, October 1956, 
section on Automobiles, page 2. 





Commercial Payments 
Suspended in Egypt 


The Egyptian Government has sus- 
pended commercial payments on overdue 
debts for a period of 1 month, effective 
November 12. 

Pertinent provisions of the order-law 
suspending payments are the following: 

“Article 1—Without prejudice to the 
right of a creditor to take measures 
for the safeguard of his interests, there 
shall be suspended for 1 month starting 
from the date on which the present 
order-law comes into force, the proceed- 
ings in protest of bills and in declara- 
tion of bankruptcy, as well as all the 
proceedings against such outstanding 
commercial debts as became due on and 
after October 29, 1956. 

“There shall be suspended also for 1 
month after the coming into effect of 
the present order-law all proceedings 


-in forced sales.” 


In view of the unsettled conditions in 
Egypt occasioned by recent hostilities 
there, the Government considered pay- 
ments suspension necessary.—U. S. Em- 
bassy, Cairo. 





Swedish Taxes Increased 
On Alcoholic Beverages 


A substantial increase in Swedish 
taxes on alcoholic beverages other than 
beer and light wines went into effect 
on November 5. 


Tax increases range from 5 to 7 
crowns a liter on all such beverages, 
with corresponding increases on “liquors 
served in public eating places (1 crown 
= US$0.193). 

The retail price of 1 liter of spirits, 
so-called Swedish akvavit, or snaps, is 
raised from 18 crowns to 23.40 crowns, 
or by exactly 30 percent. 


Liquor tax revenues will increase 80 
million crowns in the. current fiscal 
year and 150 million crowns in fiscal 
year 1957-58, according to official 
estimates.—U. S. Embassy, Stockholm, 





Canada To Require Mark 
Of Origin on More Goods 


Canada is to require, effective March 
1, 1957, an indication of country of 
origin in legible English or French, 

‘\ 
applied in specified manner, on the 
following imported articles: 

Towels, washcloths, and bathmats, 
knitted. or woven, must have a mark of 
origin applied by means of a printed 
or woven label firmly attached to each 
article, and if imported in packages, 
boxes, or other containers, or if banded, 
for sale‘in such manner to the ultimate 
consumer, the package, box, or con- 
tainer, or band encircling the article 
must also be marked. 


Flashlight batteries or dry cells of 
all kinds must have the name of coun- 
try of origin printed on the outer jacket. 

Lithographed or printed metal screw 
caps, lug caps, and vacuum caps for 
closing bottles and jars, must have 
country of origin printed on the outer 
surface. 

Sterling silver and _ silver-plated 
spoons, bracelets, pins or brooches, and 
enameled emblems designed as souve- 
nirs of Canada, its Provinces, terri- 
tories, cities, towns, or other geograph- 
ical locations must have the name of 
the country of origin die-stamped on 
each article. 

These marking requlations appeared 
in Canadian Customs memorandum, 
series D, No. 1, supplement 7, of 
November 19, 





Jordan Severs Economic 


Ties With France 


Jordan has severed its economic 
relations with France, under two 
defense orders issued by the Jor- 
danian Prime Minister on Novem- 
ber 2. 

The first order, effective No- 
vember 3, suspends issuance of 
licenses for import goods from 
France and French colonies and 
protectorates. 

Under the second order all cur- . 
rency transactions are prohibited 
after that date except for pay- 
ments on outstanding commercial 
shipments and to meet expenses 
of Jordanian students in France, 

In the 1955 trade France was 
listed in sixth place among foreign 
countries supplying Jordan with 
goods to a value of more than 
1 million dinars (1 Jordan dinar = 
US$2.80). Jordanian imports from 
France in that year amounted to 
1,642,164 dinars, or $4,598,059.— 
U. S. Embassy, Amman. 
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WORLD TRADE LEADS 
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Two Kuwait Firms Want Bids Invited on Construction and _ 
Equipment for Nicaraguan Port 


Two phases of port construction at Corinto and the purchase of 
materials handling equipment are planed by the Autoridad Portuaria 
de Corinto, Edificio Cerna, Calle Central Este, 4° Piso, Managua. 

Bids are invited by that authority until December 20 on the fol- 


. §. Partnerships 


Two firms in Kuwait would like to 
establish partnerships with U. S. com- 
panies. 

Ahmad Sayyid Hashim Gharabally, 
P. O. Box 98, Gharabally Street, Kuwait, 
is interested in bidding on two large 
Government construction projects, which 
will involve building the new port quay 
wall, and piping water from the Shatt- 
al-Arab River in Iraq to Kuwait in 
quantities ranging from 50 to 100 mil- 
lion gallons a day. 

Another firm, Abdul Rahman al- 
Bisher & Zaid al-Kazimi, Kuwait, is 
interested in furnishing jetty construc- 
tion equipment for the new port, and 
asbestos pipes for the network of con- 
duits being installed in the city for rain 
water drainage, sewage, and water 
distribution. 


Since no foreign firm may actively 
engage in business in Kuwait without a 
Kuwaiti partner, this announcement 
should be of interest to U. S. firms wish- 
ing to bid on these projects. 

A World Trade Directory report on 
the Kuwaiti companies may be obtained 
for $1 by qualified U. S. firms from the 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington, D. C. 





S. African Drug Firm 
Seeks U. S. Licensee 


Southern Cross Laboratories, manu- 
facturer of pharmaceutical specialties, 
wishes to license a U. S. firm for the 
production and sale of its products in 
the United States. 

The company is particularly interest- 
ed in introducing on the U. S. market 
a product manufactured under the trade 
name, Electrona Powder, described as 
an oral preventive of diarrhea in in- 
fants. Another product which the firm 
also wishes to introduce is manufac- 
tured under the trade name, Diabeton 
MS, and is described as an oral anti- 
diabetic tahlJet for use in the treatment 
of diabetes mellitus. 

Descriptive literature on both of 
these products is available for review on 
loan from the Investment Development 
Division, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. Interested firms also 
are invited to correspond direct with 
J. H. Veldhuizen, owner and manager, 
Main Road, Wynberg, C. P., Union of 
South Africa. 

A World Trade Directory report on 
the Southern Cross Laboratories is 
available to qualified U. S. companies 
from BFC’s Commercial Intelligence 
Division for $1. 


December 17, 1956 


lowing equipment: 14 fork-lift trucks, cushion tired, 5,000-pound ca-. 


pacity; 2 fork-lift’ trucks, pneumatic 
tired, 16,000-pound capacity; 1 straddle 
truck, pneumatic tired, 18,000-pound 
capacity; 5 warehouse tractors, cush- 
ion tired, 500-pound drawbar pull; 
3 warehouse tractors, cushion tired, 
2,600-pound drawbar pull; 1 crane, mo- 
bile, single engine, pneumatic tired with 
30-foot boom and minimum capacity of 
14,000 pounds on 10-foot radius; 

One crane, mobile, single engine, 
pneumatic tired with 50-foot boom and 
minimum capacity of 25,000 pounds on 
15-foot radius; 80 warehouse trailers, 
pneumatic tired, 72 x 108 inches, 5,000- 
pound capacity; 6 trailers, heavy duty, 
cushion-tired, 84 x 204 inches, 50,000- 
pound capacity; 1,500 pallets, hardwood, 
4-way nonreversible 48 x 72 inches; and 
spare parts sufficient for 2 years’ oper- 
ation of the equipment listed. 


The work of port construction is di- 
vided into two parts, phase I and phase 
II, and bids are invited until January 
22, 1957, by the port authority. Phase 
I consists of the construction of a new 
wharf approximately ‘370 meters long, 
including dredging and disposal of 
dredged materials; furnishing and plac- 
ing rock and sand fill, riprap, and filter 
blankets; furnishing and placing con- 
crete piles and concrete deck structure; 
_ Furnishing and installing timber fen- 
dering; and furnishing and installing 
deck fittings and track work. Estimated 
quantities for the principal items of 
work are as follows: 85,000 cubic me- 
ters of dredging, 46,000 metric tons of 
rock fill, 145,000 cubic meters of sand 
fill, 26,000 linear meters of reinforced 
concrete pile, and 5,000 cubic meters of 
concrete, 

Phase II of the work consists gen- 
erally of the following construction: 

@ Two transit sheds approximately 50 
meters wide and 117 meters long; a 
pump house approximately 3.8 meters 
wide and 5.0 meters long; and a truck 
service shelter approximately 9.1 meters 
wide by 17.4 meters long; all steel frame 
structures with protected metal roofing 
and siding. 

@Guard house approximately 3.7 
meters square, of concrete: 

®@ Masonry and steel partitions; over- 
head steel and hollow metal doors; com- 
mercial projected steel windows; plumb- 
ing; sprinkler systems; electrical work, 
painting, and miscellaneous items of 
work, 





@ Fire pump and fuel tank; fuel dis- 
pensing units and storage tanks and 
interconnecting piping. 

® Water tower for fire protection sys- 
tem and standby pump. 


® Utilities, including fire and domestic 
water mains, sanitary waste and storm 
drainage, and electrical distribution. 

® Reinforced concrete paving of port 
area, and railroad track work. 

Contract documents ‘with specifica- 
tions for the equipment may be pur- 
chased from the port authority for 70 
cordobas a set (7 cordobas=US$1) and 
the contract documents with plans and 
specifications for phase I and phase II 
of the construction may be purchased 
for 175 cordobas each, 

Any of the contract documents may 
be examined at the offices of the au- 
thority in Managua, the Consulate Gen- 
eral of Nicaragua, RKO Building, New 
York City, and at the office of the con- 
sulting engineers, ‘Tippetts-Abbett-Mc- 
Carthy & Stratton, 62 West 47th Street, 
New York City. ; 





Power Generating Station 
To Be Built in Australia 


Tenders for the supply and installa- 
tion of Yalloarn “E” power station 


have been invited until February 13, 


1957, by the State Electricity Commiis- 
sion of Victoria, 22 William Street, 
Melbourne. 

The specifications call for a complete 
thermal-type power generating: station 
having an output of 240 megawatts or 
any one or more complete divisions 
thereof as listed: Foundations for plant 
and buildings and all necessary excava- 
tions and concrete work, boiler plant 
and buildings, turbogenerator and cir- 
culating water plant and buildings, coal 
handling plant, and associated electrical 
and control equipment. 

Submission of alternative offers and 
proposals which might prove attractive 
to financial interests prepared to finance 
suppliers under specific guarantees also 
is encouraged. 

A complete set of specifications, No. 
55-56/130A, is available for inspection 
at the office of the Commercial Secre- 
tary, Chancery, Australian Embassy, 
1700 Massachusetts Avenue NW., Wash- 
ington, D. C, 


ee 
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Three NATO Projects in Turkey, Totaling 
Over $12 Million, Open to U. S. Bidders 


Three new projects in Turkey, estimated at a total of $12.5 million, 
have been opened to U. S. bidders under the international competitive 
bidding procedure of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), 
the Bureau of Foreign Commerce has reported. 

Two of the projects involve cénstruction of airfields at Antalya and 


Sivas, including earthwork, drainage, 
pavement buildings, sewage and water 
systems, electrical and communication 
facilities and POL installations. The 
estimated cost of the Antalya airfield 
is $4.9 million and of the Sivas field, 
$5.04 million. U. S. firms must signify 
their intention to bid by December 20 
and submit a completed qualifications 
form by December 27, to Nafia Veka- 
leti, Hava Meydanlari ve Akaryakit 
Tesisleri, Insaat Reisligi, Ravaklidere, 
Ankara. 

Copies of the notification of call for 
bids and qualifications form are avail- 
able from the Trade Development Di- 
vision, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D.C. 

The third project calls for 455.9 kilo- 
meters of nominal 6-inch pipe of three 
wall thicknesses, at an approximate 
cost. of $2,552,000. Interested firms 
must submit by 5 p.m. on January 7, 
1957, a sealed firm quotation per lineal 
meter of pipe delivered c. i. f. Derince, 
and ¢. i. f, Iskenderon, valid for 60 days, 
to the address given. A copy of the noti- 





Quebec Town Invites 
New Industries 


The town of Iberville in the Province 
of Quebec, Canada, is inviting inquiries 
from U. S. firms contempjating the es- 
tablishment of manufacturing enter- 
prisés in Canada. 


Iberville, located within 20 miles of 
the States of Vermont and New York, 
is said to be well situated for factory 
operation. Electric power, and road 
and rail transportation facilities report- 
edly are adequate for any type of new 
industry. An unlimited water supply 
also will be available upon the comple- 
tion of a new $1 million waterworks 
plant now under construction. 

A copy of a map prepared by the town 
council, showing the location of Iber- 
ville in relation to Montreal and the 
United States, is available for review 
on loan from the Investment Develop- 
ment Division, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Interested firms also are invited to 
address inquiries to the Secretary of 
the Chamber of Commerce, Iberville, 
for complete information concerning 
property sites, services available, etc. 
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fication of call for bids is available from 
the Trade Development Division. 


Companies desiring to bid on these 
projects who are not already certified 
to participate in NATO work should 
send their qualifications to the Trade 
Development Division as described if 
the brochure on the NATO interna- 
tional competitive bidding program 
available from that Division, 





Lebanese Firm Seeks 


Pharmaceutic License 


The Middle East Pharmaceutical & 
Industrial Co., MEPHICO, a Beirut 
manufacturer of pharmaceuticals and 
insecticides, is interested in obtaining a 
licensing arrangement with a U. S. firm 
for the manufacture and sale in Leba- 
non and other Middle East countries of 
pharmaceutical products and _ insecti- 
cides under an established trademark. 


The company is said to represent the 
interests of approximately 40 pharma- 
cists in Lebanon, who serve as retail 
outlets for its products. The pharma- 
ceutical industry in Lebanon reportedly 
is in its infancy; thus, MEPHICO will 
consider almost any U. S. brand name 
pharmaceutical or drug product. 

Interested firms are invited to corre- 
spond direct with G. Constantinides, 
manager, P. O. Box 4175 rue el Arz, 
Beirut. A World Trade Directory re- 
port on MEPHICO is available to quali- 
fied U. S. companies from the Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C., 
for $1. 


indian Fin Wants Te Make 
Asbestos-Cement Products 


An Indian distributor of building 
materials, Ganga Corp. Private, Ltd., 
plans to manufacture asbestos-cement 
products such as roofing sheets, rairi 
and soil pipes, and would like to receive 
quotations on suppliers of equipment 
for this production. 

Interested parties are invited to com- 
municate with the company at 5 Prayag 
Street, Allahabad, Uttar Pradesh. 

A World Trade Directory report on 
this firm may be obtained for $1 by 
qualified U. S. firms from the Commer- 
cial Intelligence Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 


Australian Clothier Asks 
Licensing Agreement 


Sterling Manufacturing Co. designers 
and manufacturers of ladies’ dresses, 
wishes to conclude a licensing agree- 
ment with a U. S. firm for the manu- 
facture in Australia of medium-priced 
American-styled dresses and skirts, 


The company reportedly produces 
1,000 to 1,200 garments a week under 
the trade names, Campus Cottons, and 
Campus Creations, the latter from ma- 
terials other than cotton. Seventy-five 
percent of the designs are said to be 
roller prints, the remaining 25 percent 
screen prints. Approximately 170 dif- 
ferent styles to cover all seasons of the 
year are employed by the firm. 


Factory facilities which cover three 
floors include 200 sewing machines as 
well as other types of special machin- 
ery. The company has indicated that 
space is available to double its produc- 
tion. 

A statement outlining the company’s 
operations is available for review on 
loan from the Investment Development 
Division, Bureau of Foreign Commerce 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. Interested firms also 
ave invited to correspond direct with 
A. F. Raymond, 63 Jones Street, Carina, 
Brisbane, owner and manager of the 
firm. 

A World Trade Directory report on 
the Sterling Manufacturing Co. is avail- 
able to qualifed U. S. companies from 
BFC’s Commercial Ifftelligence Divi- 
sion for $1. 





Electric Motor Producer 
In France Seeks License 


Societe d’Exploitation des Moteurs 
Patay, manufacturer of electric motors 
in Lyon, is interested in securing a 
license from a U. S. firm for the manu- 
facture in France of single-phase noise- 
less a.c. motors for elevators of not more 
than 10 horsepower. 

The ~-company, which reportedly spe- 
cializes in the production of electric 
motors of from 15 to 600 horsepower 
designed for industrial uses, is said to 
hold contracts for the supply“df motors 
to French Government agencies, rail- 
ways, airports, etc. 

Supplemental data, in English and 
French, are available on loan from the 
Investment Development Division, By- 
requ of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C. Interested firms are invited to 
correspond with the company, 99 rue 
Audibert Lavirotte, Lyon, Rhone. 

A World Trade Directory report on 
Societe d’Exploitation des Moteurs Pa- 
tay is available to qualified U. S. com- 
panies from BFC’s Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division for $1, 
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Brazil Invites Bids 


For Power Plant 


Proposals for the supply and installa- 
tion of a thermoelectric plant _and sub- 
station for elevating generated power 
in the citY¥’ of Rio Branco are invited 
by the Government of the Federal Ter- 
ritory of Acre, Rio Branco, Acre, Brazil. 
Bids will be accepted for a period of 
120 days starting October’ 18, 1956. 

The 2,400-kilowatt plant is to be com- 
posed of 2 diesel units of 2 groups each, 
and the substation for elevating the 
generated power from 220 to 3,800 volts 
is to be composed of 4 transformers of 
750 kilowatts each. = 

Bids must be addressed to Concur- 
rencia Publica: USINA E SUB-ESTA- 
CAO, Governo do Territorio Federal do 
Acre, Rio Branco, Acre, Brasil, and a 
separate envelope should contain proof 
of legal organization of the firm or 
authorization to cperate in Brazil, proof 
of financial liability furnished by the 
Bank of Brazil, proof of payment made 
of all the annual taxes due the Federal 
and municipal Governments when op- 
erating in Brazil. 

Additional data are available for re- 
view on loan from the Trade Develop- 
ment Division, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C. 





NEW OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR WORLD TRADE 











The firms and individuals named in 
the following lists have expressed inter- 
est in establishing new business con- 
nections in the United States. While 
every effort is made to include only 
firms or individuals of good repute, the 
U. S. Department of Commerce cannot 
assume responsibility for any transac- 
tions undertaken with these firms. 

World Trade Directory reports on the 
listed firms are available to qualified 
U. S. firms from BFC'’s Commercial In- 
telligence Division, or through the De- 
partment of Commerce Field Offices 
(listed on p. 2), for $1 each. However, 
the usual precautions should be taken; 
all transactions are subject to prevail- 
ing laws and regulations in this coun- 
try and abroad, 

Supplementary information, in the 
form of literature, catalogs, photo- 
graphs, price lists, or samples, is avail- 
able as indicated by symbol (*). Firms 
domiciled in the United States may ob- 
tain this material on loan from the 
Trade Opportunity Section, Trade De- 
velopment Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C, 


December 17, 1956 


WORLD TRADE LEADS 


Tools, Rails, Steel Needed Abroad 


Several foreign governments, through their authorized. procure- 
ment agencies, are inviting tenders for items of potential interest to U. S. 


suppliers. 


4 


Bidding instructions, specifications, and other information are avail- 
able for review on loan from the Trade Development Division, Bureau 


of Foreign Commerce, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C., as 
indicated by symbol (*). 

The bid invitations are as follows: 


Egypt 

Three coining machines; bids to be 
submitted through an agent in Egypt 
by January 30, 1957, to the Director 
General, Mint Administration, Abassia, 
Cairo, accompanied by a provisional 
deposit of 2 percent of the value of the 
contract.* 


India 


Supply of 8,050 tons of steel materi- 
als; bids invited until January 4, 1957, 
by the Iron and Steel Controller, Min- 
istry of Commerce and Industry, 33 
Netaji Subhas Road, Calcutta. Quota- 








tions should be per long ton c. and f. In- 
dian port.* 


Rails, 51,770 long tons of .90-pound 
steel rails, bid deadline January 14, 
1957; and 4,205 long tons of 
steel rails, deadline January 16, 1957. 
Prospective bidders are required to 
submit tenders, which contain detailed 
specifications, obtainable from the In- 
dia Supply Missiion, 2536 Massachu- 
setts Avenue NW., Washington 8, D. C, 


iran ; 

Lathe tool requirements; bids invited 
to January 20, 1957, by the Iranian To- 
bacco Monopoly, Tehran. Bids must be 
accompanied by a bank guaranty de- 
posit of 60,000 rials, or about US$780.* 





IMPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Alcoholic Beverages 
Sweden 

Swedish Beer Export Co. AB (ex- 
port-distributor), Box 5052, Wilhelms- 
dal, Goteborg S, wishes to export di- 
rect or through agent high-quality 
Swedish lager beer of Pilsener type, ex- 
tract of original wort 12.5% Balling, 
alcohol by weight 4.2%, and by volume 
5.29%. 
Clothing 
England 

Bowker & Budd,:Ltd. (manufacturer, 
exporter; also sailmakers), Bosham, 
Sussex, wishes to export direct or 


through agent high-quality specialized 
sailing clothing designed and made by 
persons experienced in sailmaking and 
yachting. 





Conveyer Belting 
England 


Fearless Rubber Co., Ltd. (whole- 
saler, exporter of all grades of rubber 
waste), Sarah St., Newcastle-on-Tyne 
2, wishes to export direct or through 
agent large quantities of used plastic- 
and rubber-covered conveyor belting in 
3 qualities, 


Dairy Equipment 
Germany 


Robert Thomas. (manufacturer, ex- 
porter), Neunkirchen Kr. Siegen/W., 
wishes to export direct or through 
agent large quantities of milk cans and 
dairy utensils. Illustrated and descrip- 
tive leaflet available.* 


Electrical Supplies and Equipment 
Germany 

Hawig Maschinenfabrik GmbH, 
(manufacturer, exporter), Schwanheim- 
erstrasse, Bensheim/Bergstrasse, wish- 


es to export direct or through regional 
agents vacuum cleaners’ for scrubbing, 
waxing, and polishing; also garden 
pumps. Illustrated and _ descriptive 
leaflets available.* 

Italy 


Federico Palazzoli & C., S.p.A. (man- 
ufacturer, exporter), Via N. Tommaseo 
20, Brescia, wishes to export direct 
electrical supplies and equipment in- 
cluding switch, fuse, junction, and con- 
trol boxes, portable and hand lamps, 
bells, buzzers, and allied products. Cat- 
alog and. price list'in Italian available.* 


Essential Oils 
Malaya 


T. A. Hye (importer, wholesaler, ex- 
porter), 19 Kajang Road, Penang, 
wishes to export direct or through 
agent prime-quality essential oils, in- 
cluding patchouli, cananga, vetiver, nut- 
meg, and citronella. Reported solubil- 
ity in 90% alcohol: 1 in 10. 

Spain 

Industrias Garmaceuticas Puerto 
Galiano (importer of raw materials for 
own use; manufacturer, wholesaler, ex- 
porter of pharmaceuticals and essen- 
tial oils), Avenida Cea Bermudez 16, 
Madrid, wishes .to export direct or 
through agent 800 to 1,000 kg. annually 
of melrose oil (Malvarosa). 


Foodstuffs 
Burma 
Central Enterprises, Ltd. (export 
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merchant), 58 Strand Road, Rangoon, 
wishes to export direct up to 4,000 tons 


of clean and fumigated sprouting 
mung beans. 
Union of South Africa 


Hacienda Products (Pty), Ltd. (ex- 
porter-agent), 525 Mutual Bidgs., Cape 
Town, wishes to export direct or 
through regional agents high-quality 
eanned foods, including fruits, jams, 
and vegetables. 


Industrial Containers 


Germany 

Pass & Co. GmbH (manufacturer, 
exporter of sheet-metal box containers; 
raw galvanized, tinned stove pipes and 
knees; galvanized sewerage equipment; 
apparatus of nonferrous refined sheets, 
drawn, pressed, punched; and mass ar- 
ticles), 7 Industriestrasse, Weidenau/ 
Sieg, wishes“to export through regional 
agents in New York, Chicago, Houston, 
and San Francisco mild or stainless 
steel ice cans; superrefined steel con- 
tainers for the chemical, pharmaceuti- 
eal, food, paper, textile, and beverage 
industries; and stainless steel contain- 
ers and vessels including conical and 
eylindrical buckets, measures, and 
ladies. Illustrated and descriptive leaf- 
Jets available.* 
Lamps 
Htaly 

RAPTEK di A. & L. Menotti (manu- 
facturer, exporter), Via Settembrini 11, 
Milan, wishes to export direct or 
through agent 2,000 monthly of very 
good quality portable electric lamps. 
Catalog and price list in Italian avail- 
able.* 


Leather Goods 


Fronce 

- Les Gants Emile Roch (importer of 
lamb and kid skins; manufacturer, 
wholesaler, exporter), 6 Place Julienne 
Petit, Saint-Jynien, Haute-Vienne, 
wishes to export direct large quantities 
of good-quality leather and kid or lamb- 
skin gloves for men and women. 


Morocco 

Randolph M. Gusus (export and com- 
mission merchant), 7, Calle Almanzor, 
Tangier, wishes to export direct Moroc- 
can handicraft leather goods. 


Luggage Racks. 


Germany 

Heinrich Wunder K, G. (manufac- 
turer, exporter of ski accessories, lug- 
gage racks, and padlocks), 4c Muench- 
nerstrasse, Rothschwaige, near Dachau, 
wishes to export direct or through 
agent automobile and scooter luggage 
racks and carriers; also padlocks. I/lus- 
trated and descriptive literature in’ Ger- 
man available.* 


Machinery 


Germany 

Maschinen- und Apparatebau Jagri 
GmbH (manufacturer, exporter of dye- 
ing machines, universal pre- and after- 
treatment machines, suction plants, 
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Technical Data Exchange 
Sought in England 


The Hyclamet Co., Ltd., manu- 
facturers and fabricators of sheet- 
metal products, would like to ex- 
change designs and technical data 
with a U. S. firm engaged in a 
related manufacturing capacity. 

The company reportedly has a 
staff of highly skilled craftsmen 
producing sheet-metal components 
for use in the electronic industry 
and other industries using steel, 
aluminum, copper, brass, _ etc. 
Present production includes con- 
trol desks, consoles, and a vari- 
ety of special machinery com- 
ponents. The firm has indicated 
a particular interest in U. S. de- 
signs for instrument cases, racks, 
panels, etc. 

Firms are invited to correspond 
direct with R. C. Chard, director, 
Gatwick House, Lowfield Heath, 
Sussex. A World Trade Direc- 
tory report on Hyclamet Co. is 
available to qualified U. S. com- 
panies from the Commercial In- 
telligence Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department 











of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C., for $1. 
rapid circulation dyers, piece-dyeing 


>» machines, special double reel vats, jig- 


ger covers, kier boiling and bleaching 
plants, continuous’ wide bleaching 
plants, dyeing beams, material car- 
riers, fittings, pumps, pipe lines, and 
other accessories), Stadtlohnerstrasse, 
Gescher/Westfalen, wishes to export di- 
rect or through agent static-pressure 
dyeing machines. Illustrated and de- 
scriptive leaflets in German available.* 

Jakob Wikschtroem GmbH (manu- 
facturer, exporter of machines for the 
wood screw, wire nail, and cable indus- 
try), 278 Hoeherweg, Duesseldorf, 
wishes to @xport direct or through 
agent machines for production of wood 
screws and cables for all purposes, built 
to specifications. 


Mosaic Tiles 
Italy 


A. L. Croci (export and commission 
merchant), Via Privata Barce 7, Milan, 
wishes to export direct 3,000 sq. yd. 
monthly of very good quality ceramic 
mosaic pieces. Descriptive leaflet, price 
list, and sample pieces available.* 


Motors 
Belgium 

Moteurs Moes, 8. A. (manufacturer, 
exporter of 12 to 150 hp. diesel motors, 
diesel locomotives for surface and 
mines, generating sets, marine motors), 
62 Rue de Huy, Waremme, wishes to 
export direct 12. to 150-hp. diesel mo- 


tors, marine motors and generating 
sets. Illustrated leaflet available.* 


Optical Goods 


Germany 

Georg Schmerler (manufacturer, ex- 
porter), 5 Schillerstrasse, Fuerth, Ba- 
varia, wishes to export direct sun 
glasses; skiing, motorcycle, and X-ray 
gcggles; safety goggles for welders and 
chippers; and magnifiers and thread 
counters. 


Pharmaceuticals 


Italy 

Istituto Chimico Biologico A. Gentili 
(importer of raw materials used in 
pharmaceutical industry; manufacturer, 
exporter of medical specialities), 48 via 
Mazzini, Pisa, wishes to export direct 
medical speciaities for the treatment of 
heart and vascular diseases; also vita- 
mins, calcium preparations, anticoagu- 
lants, antihemorrhagics, antirheumatics, 
sedatives, and tonics. 


Photographic Equipment 


Germany 

Guido Beyrich, Projektoren- und Ap- 
paratebau (manufacturer, exporter), 62 
Moosstr., Nuernberg, wishes to export 
direct or through agent projectors, film 
strip carriers, and picture screens. I}lus- 
trated and descriptive leaflet in Ger- 
man, and price list, available.* 


Pumps 
Sweden 


AB. Vikarbyverken (manufacturer, 
exporter), Export Sales Office, 72 
Kungsgatan, Stockholm, wishes to ex- 
port direct or through agent ice augers 
and pumps. Illustrated and descriptive 
pamphlet available.* 


Sewing Machines 
Germany 

Victoria Werke A. G. (manufacturer, 
exporter of bicycles, motorcycles, bicy- 
cle motors, sewing machines), 70 No- 
pitschstrasse, Nuernberg, wishes to ex- 
port direct or through agent household 
sewing machines of standard, zigzag, 
and automatic types. Illustrated and 
descriptive leaflet with price informa- 
tion available.* 


Sporting Goods and Equipment 


England 

Gilbert J. McCaul & Co., Ltd. (mer- 
chant shippers, exporters, importers), 
McCaul House, 142 Piccadilly, London, 
W. 1, wishes to export through a dis- 
tributor/importer gasoline-driven water 
scooters constructed from strong fiber- 
glass, powered by 2-stroke engine in 3 
models ranging from 5 to 20 m.p.h. One 
of these water scooters reportedly will 
be ay sy. 0 at the New York Boat 
Show in January. Illustrated and de- 
scriptive leaflet available.* 
Germany 

Progresswerk Oberkirch A. G. (man- 
ufacturer, exporter also of all kinds of 
stamped and drawn parts and miscel- 
laneous army supplies including stretch- 
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“ers, ammunition cases, first-aid kits, 
shipping containers, clothing cabinets, 
car bodies and trailers, and army 
kitchens), Stadelhofen, Baden, wishes 
to exort direct motor scooters and air 


for inflating footballs and tires’ 


for bicycles, motorcycles, and automo- 
biles. 

Heinrich, Wunder K. G. (manufac- 
turer, exporter of ski accessories, lug- 
gage racks, and padlocks), 4c 
Muenchnerstrasse, Rothschwaige, near 
Dachau, wishes to export direct or 
through agent ski bindings, steel edges, 
sole protectors, cables, etc. Catalog 
available.* 


Tea 


Iran 

Sherkat Attar Va Saghat Foroush 
Tehran va Tavabeh Co. (export mer- 
chant), Ave. Bouzarjomehri, Seraye 
Eghbal, Tehran, wishes to export direct 
up to 300 metric tons in chests of 25, 
30, and 40 kilograms of Iranian tea: 
50%. fanning, 35% broken, and 15% 
FBOP. 
Toys 
England 

Latex import & Sack Co., Ltd. (im- 
porter of jute twills, sacks, rubber la- 
tex; manufacturer, exporter), Burnett 
House, 82-83 Mytcngate, Hull, York- 
shire, wishes to export direct handmade 
rubber latex carnival masks. List of 
models available.* 


EXPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Aircraft Supplies 


Indonesia 

N. V. Perseroan Dagang & Industri 
“Kemenangan” (importer, exporter, 
general merchant), 75 Djalan Gunung 
Sahari, Djakharta, wishes to purchase 
direct radio equipment for use by the 
Indonesian Air Forcé, and to obtain a 
sole agency for Indonesia from a ma- 
jor U. S. supplier of aircraft equipment 
and parts. Set of specifications for radio 
equipment available.* 





Automotive Equipment, Accessories 


Colombia 

Woodcock & Cia., Ltda. (importing 
distributor of automotive spare parts, 
electrical household appliances, and in- 
dustrial electrical equipment), 22-99, 
Calle 19, Aptdo. Aereo 359, Pasto, Na- 
rino, wishes to purchase direct automo- 
bile and truck spare parts. iar 


Germany 

Heinrich Brandt, Kraftfahrzeug- und 
Maschinenteile:' (importer, manufactur- 
er), 65 Bruchstrasse, Hattingen/Ruhr, 
wishes to purchase direct automobile 
accessories, including motor and chassis 
parts for jeeps, Dodge, GMC, Chevrolet, 
and International trucks, as well as 
crankshafts with standard or nonstand- 
ard diameters. 

Joseph Dolle (importer of automo- 
bile accessories), 16 Sauer-Strasse, 


December 17, 1956 


Arnsberg/Wesf., wishes to purchase di- 
rect automobile accessories, including 
brake linings, ball bearings, and spark 
plugs. 
Rhodesia, Southern 

Overseas Sales Corp. (Pvt.) Ltd. (im- 
porting distributor, manufacturers’ 
agent), 46 Rezende St., P. O. Box 1099, 
Salisbury, wishes to purchase direct 
motor vehicles and spares. 


Kuwait 
Arabian Construction Co. (construc- 
tion firm), Kuwait, is interested in 


purchasing drain pipe of 2” and 6” 


inside diameter, made of spun cellulose 


and asbestos fiber impregnated with 
pitch of high melting point. Must be 
resistant to all forms of chemical at- 
tack encountered in normal soil drain- 
age, and from acids and alkalis normal- 
ly contained in the subsoil. Firm is 
interested in purchase of 1,000 feet of 
pipe for testing, and if found satisfac- 
tory will purchase large quantities. 


Clothing 
Getmany 

Box Leder + Sport W. Hilterhaus 
& Co. K.-G. (importer, retailer of 


leather jackets, vests, lumber jackets, 
sports garments, and coats), 107/109 
Schildergasse, Koeln a. Rh., wishes to 
purchase direct deer and grain leather 
jackets, vests, and lumber jackets. 
lraq 

Jamil Shamoon Department Store 
(importer of department store merchan- 
dise), 424/22/1 Rashid St. Baghdad, 
wishes to purchase direct furnishings 
for men and women, and to represent 
U. S. manufacturers and exporters of 
shoes, shirts, underwear, ties, ready- 
made clothing, and cotton piece goods. 


Electrical Goods 


Cambodia 

Etablissements Yon-Tay (importing 
distributor of textiles, electrical appli- 
ances, and miscellaneous items), 40 
Vithei Preah Bat Ang Duong, Phnom- 
Penh, wishes to purchase direct 500,000 
units quarterly of best-quality electric 
light bulbs, 220v., all wattages. Firm 
wishes samples, price lists, and pro 
forma invoices. ; 


Feedstuffs 


Germany 

Kottmann & Co.~ (importer, whole- 
saler, exporter of oil cakes ad oil seed 
grain), 19 Haroldstrasse, Duesseldorf, 
wishes to purchase direct oilcakes and 
oilseed grain, 


Foodstuffs 


Germany 

Wilhelm Kolks (importer, wholesaler 
of grain, fodder, and fertilizers), 63/71 
Gemenerstrasse, Borken/Westf., wishes 
to purchase direct buckwheat and 
buckwheat products. 

Aug. Stier (importing distributor), 
Fruchthof, Hamburg 1, wishes to pur- 
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Turbogenerator Wanted. 
In Belgian Congo 


Quotations from U. S. manufac- 
turers of a turbogenerator to pro- 
duce 100 kilowatts.with an addi- 
tional 50 kilowatts to be added 
eventually, are wanted in the Bel- 
gian Congo. 

Interested firms are invited to 
send documentation to the Office 
of the Service des Travaux Pub- 
lics, Luluabourg, Province of 
Kasai. 











chase fresh onions, medium sizes, in 
10- to 15-ton lots. 

Willem van der Schalk (importing 
distributor), 2 Klostertor, Hamburg, 
wishes to purchase direct fresh onions 
of all sizes in 50-lb. crates, 10- to 15- 
ton lots. 


General Merchandise 
Belgian Congo 

Zaki Kattan (importer, retailer, 
wholesaler, commission agent), 20 Ave- 
nue du Plateau, B.P. 1146 Leopoldville, 
wishes to purchase direct or. seeks 
agency for general trade articles, such 
as textiles, shoes, toys, hardware, etc, 


Hardware 


Germany 

€. Dau & Sohn (importing distrib- 
tor), 23 Steinstrasse, Hamburg 1, 
wishes to purchase direct all kinds of 
patented and unpatented novelties of 
household hardware, 
Rhodesia, Northern 

Leslie B. Ouzman (importer, retailer 
of tools, hardware, outboard motors), 
P. O. Box 145, Mufulira, wishes to pur- 
chase direct tools, and iron-mongery. 


Instruments, Professional and 
Scientific 


Colombia » 

DN-Walter Lullemann (manufactur- ° 
er’s sales agent for drugs, chemicals, 
and hospital equipment and supplies), 


. Calle 16, No. 6-65, Aptdo. Aereo 1495, 


Cali, Valle, wishes to purchase direct 
and seeks agency for laboratory equip- 
ment and instruments; surgical and 
hospital supplies and equipment; and 
drafting and surveying instruments. — 
Firm desires descriptive literature, 
catalogs, and price lists, 
Greece 

George Ant. Leoussis (agent, whole- 
saler), 10 Nikis and Hermes Sts., Ath- 
ens, wishes to purchase direct and seeks 
agency for nuclear equipment and in- 
struments, as well as isotopes and iso- 
tope handling and testing equipment. 
Iron and Steel Products 
Italy 

Luciano Taverna (importing distrib- 
utor of ferrous metal semimanufactures 
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Sao Paulo Wants Prices 
On Fire Pump, Hoses 


Quotations are desired by the 
Sao Paulo Fire Department on 
U. S. fire-fighting equipment as 
follows: 

A 3-stage pump, 500 r. p. m., 
with special valve for operation 
in series or parallel with four 24- 
inch nozzles, two 4-inch intakes 
with 2 hoses 10 feet long and 4 
inches in diameter, with smaller 
high-pressure hose of canvas and 
rubber with special nozzle. Also 
wanted are general catalogs and 
prices on fire-department equip- 
ment and motor-vehicle’ radio 
equipment. 

Interested firms are invited to 
send material to Arminio de Melo 
Gaia Felho, Lt. Colonel Com- 
mander of the Corpo Bombeiro, 
Forca Publica de Estado de Sao 
Paulo, Brazil. 











and scrap), 22 Via Bazzini, Milan, 
wishes to import used railway rails. 


Panama 

Constructora Interprovincial, S. A. 
(importing distributor, manufacturers’ 
agent), 3-15 Altos, Calle 29 Este, P. O. 
Box 3163, Panama, wishes to purchase 
direct from steel mills or manufactur- 
ers concrete reinforcing steel, interme- 
diate grade, new billet steel, about 110 
tons monthly, 


Machinery 


Denmark 

Kobenhavns Trykluft Selskab A/S 
(importing distributor of air compres- 
sors, pneumatic tools, etc.), 20 Kalve- 
bod Brygge, Copenhagen, wishes to 
purchase direct from U. S. manufactur- 
ers hydraulic equipment, including 
pumps, motors, cylinders, and valves. 


India 

Dominion Plastic Industries (im- 
porter of plastic machinery and equip- 
ment; thermoplastic raw materials 
like polystyrene, etc.; manufacturer of 
plastic articles), Chowpatty Chambers, 
Sandhurst Bridge, Bombay 7, is inter- 
ested in purchasing machinery for man- 
ufacture of table-tennis balls, and ob- 
taining technical assistance. 
Spain 

Industrias Metalicas de Estampacion 
y Derivados, S.A. (manufacturer of 
cans), Carretera del Este 59, Madrid, 
wishes to purchase from U. S. manu- 
facturer semiautomatic can-welding 
machine which would be used to weld 
lengthwise can bodies of all shapes. 
These bodies would be of the following 
dimensions: Diameter, 65 to 250 mm.; 
length, 280 to 300 mm.; desired capac- 
ity of machine, 1,200 to 2,000 cans an 
hour, Firm desires catalogs and price 
lists of this machine, 
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Paper 
Thailand 

Seng Nguan & Co. (importing dis- 
tributor of chemicals; jobber handling 
printing presses, and precision cameras; 
sales/indent agent for offset  litho- 
graphic printing inks), 40 Wattuke, 
Chakrawat Road, Bangkok, wishes to 
purchase direct 40-, 60-, 80-, 100-, 120-, 
150-, 200-lb. paper for printing maps. 


Photographers Supplies 


Thailand 

Seng Nguan & Co. (importing dis- 
tributor of chemicals; jobber handling 
printiny presses, and precision cameras; 
sales/indent agent for offset litho- 
graphic printing inks), 40 Wattuke, 
Chakrawat Road, Bangkok, wishes to 
purchase direct photographic film, size 
24” x 32”, and bromide paper for use 
in photography, size 10” x 10”, 


Plastic Products 


Germany 
F. Dau & Sohn (importing distrib- 
utor), 23 Steinstrasse, Hamburg 1, 


wishes to purchase direct large quanti- 
ties of plastic and other up-to-date con- 
tainers, especially for foods, cosmetics, 
and liquors. 


Scrap Metal 
Thailand 


S. Samran Thailand (manufacturer, 
exporter, wholesaler, retailer of bronze- 
ware), 377/1 Petchaburi Road, Bang- 
kok, wishes to purchase direct scrap 
copper in pipes or bars. 


Sheet Music 


Venezuela 

Compania Musical Magnus (importing 
distributor of sheet music, records, ra- 
dios, high fidelity equipment and allied 
lines), Edificio Arte, Plaza Chacaito, 
Apartado 4521, Caracas, wishes to 
purchase direct sheet music. 


Sporting Goods 


Northern Rhodesia 

Leslie B. Ouzman (importer, retailer 
of tools, hardware, outboard motors), 
P. O. Box 145, Mufulira, wishes to pur- 
chase direct outboard motors. 


Tires and Tubes 


Rhodesi4, Southern 

Overseas Sales Corp. (Pvt.), Ltd. 
(importing distributor, manufacturers’ 
agent), 46 Rezende St., P. O. Box 1099, 
Salisbury, wishes to purchase direct 
motor tires and tubes in all sizes for 
cars, trucks, tractors, and trailers. 


Toilet Goods 
Belgium 

Office Belge de Vulgarisation Phar- 
maceutique, S.A., OBVP (importer, 
manufacturer of pharmaceutical prod- 
ucts and equipment), 47-57 Rue Fran- 
cois Bossaerts, Brussels 3, wishes to 
purchase and obtain agency from U. S. 
manufacturer of rubber and metal tol- 
let articles. 


Rene Scheurs (importer, wholesaler, 


ee 


manufacturer), 4 Chaussee de Liege, 
Hasselt, Liege, wishes to purchase di- 
rect perfumery, and all items for hair- 
dressers. 


AGENCY OPPORTUNITIES 


Agricultural Machinery 


Venetuela 

Casa Agricola—‘“Jimenez R. & Cia.” 
(importing distributor of agricultural - 
implements and tools, feedstuffs, etc.), 
No. 65, Calle 25, Barquisimeto, Edo. 





Lara, seeks agency for agricultural 
machinery. 
Building Supplies 
Mexico 

Jose Goy, Sucesores (R. Creixell M.) 
(importer, distributor, manufacturers’ 


agent), Callejon de Bilbao No. 2, Mex- 
ico, D.F., wishes to become the repre- 
sentative of U. S. manufacturers in 
Mexico for construction specialties and 
decorating materials, particularly new 
items in builders’ hardware, plastic 
manufacturers for decoration, aluminum 
products, etc. 


Venezuela 
Agencia Panamericana, C.A, (manu- 
facturers’ agent), Edificio La Marron, 


Esquina La Marron, Aptdo. 1189, Ca- 
racas, seeks agency for construction 
materials. 
Chemicals 
Venezuela 


Riebman & Weisshaar, C.A, (manu- 
facturers’ agent), Quinta Pax, Avenida 
Humbolt, San Bernardio, Aptdo. 3050, 
Caracas, seeks agency for chemicals, 
dyes, and other raw materials used in 
the tanning and textile industries. 


Cosmetics 
Venezuela 

Salus, C.A. (manufacturers’ agent), 
Avenida Principal, Los Caobos, Aptdo. 
1567, Caracas, seeks agency for cos- 
metics. 


Diesel Engines 
Spain 

Maquinaria Agricola y Motores de 
Combustion Interna, S.A.. “MAMCT, 
S.A.” (manufacturer, exporter of diesel 
engines from 4 to 40 hp.; importer of 
diesel engines larger than 60 hp.), Puja- 
das 64, Barcelona, seeks agency for sta- 
tionary and marine diesel engines great- 
er than 60 hp. 


Electrical Supplies 
Colombia 


Emanuel Rodriquez (manufacturers’ 
agént), Edificio Edmond Zaccour No. 
435, Cali, Valle, seeks agency for indus- 
trial and household electrical appliances 
and fixtures. Samples, catalogs, and 
quotations desired as soon as possible. 
Venezuela 

Adesco, C.A. Sucra. de Ernesto Adler 
& Co. (manufacturers’ agent), Edif. Las 
Ibarras, Esquina Ibarras, Aptdo. 1941, 
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Caracas, wishes agency for electrical 
lighting fixtures, electric conduit for 
building construction, and distribution 
transformers and switches. 


Feedstuffs 


Germany 

Sievers & Sievers (commission mer- 
chant, broker), 17 Ballindam, Hamburg, 
wishes agency for dry yeast for animal 
feeding. 
Foodstuffs 
Belgian Congo 


SCEI—Societe Commissionnaire d’Ex- ve 


portation et d’Importation (importer, 
commission agent), B.P. 684, Leopold- 
ville, seeks agency for foodstuffs for 
the African market. 


Rhodesia, Southern 

Overseas Sales Corp. (Pvt.), Ltd. 
(importing distributor, manufacturers* 
agent), 46 Rezende St., P. O. Box 1099, 
Salisbury, seeks agency for foodstuffs. 


Venezuela 

Comercial Planes; S.A.—‘‘Buenaven- 
tura Planes B.” (manufacturers’ agent), 
Edif. Askain, Apt. 22, Avenida Miranda, 
Chacaito, Aptdo. 4444 Este, Caracas, 
seeks agency for canned fruits and 
vegetables. 


Hardware 


Rhodesia, Southern 

Overseas Sales Corp. (Pvt.), Ltd. 
(importing distributor, manufacturers’ 
agent), 46 Rezende St., P. O. Box 1099, 
Salisbury, seeks agency for hardware. 
Venezuela 

Arne K. Andersen (manufacturers’ 
agent), Edif. San Rafael, No. 140, Sordo 
a Guayabal, Aptdo. 1527, Caracas, seeks 
agency for nautical hardware, 


Household Goods 


Venezuela 

Adesco, C.A. Sucra. de Ernesto Adler 
& Co. (manufacturers’ agent), Edif. Las 
Ibarras, Esquina Ibarras, Aptdo. 1941, 
Caracas, wishes to obtain agency for all 
types of glass lamp shades. 


Insurance 


England 

Hargraves, Bloch & Co. (insurance 
broker), 39 St. James’ Place, London, 
S:W. 1, wishes to arrange reciprocal 
facilities between London firm and U. S. 
insurance brokers. 


Iron, Steel Building Materials 


Colombia 
DN- Walter Lullemann (maufactur- 


ers’ sales agent), Calle 16 No. 6-65, 
Aptdo. Aereo 1495, Cali, Valle, seeks 
‘agency for iron, steel, and other build- 


ing materials. Descriptive literature, 
catalogs, and price lists desired by firm. 
Machinery 

Colombia 


DN- Walter Lullemann (manufactur- 
ers’ sales agent), Calle 16 No. 6-65, 
Aptdo. Aereo 1495, Cali, Valle, seeks 


December 17, 1956 





French Clothier Seeks 
Working Agreement 


Anne-Maris Normandin, owner 
and manager of A. M. Normandin, 
Manufacture d’Habillements, man- 
ufacturer and retailer of ready- 
made clothing for men and boys, 
and operator of a chainstore type 
of organization, is interested in 
concluding a working agreement 
with a U. S. firm for the expansion 
of the company’s clothing line. 

Mrs. Normandin would consider 
the lease or sale of the property, 
which covers 750 square meters, 
to a clothing manufacturer if such 
an arrangement is more desirable 
to the investor. 

Interested firms are invited to 
address their requests for addi- 
tional details to Mrs. Normandin, 
31-35 Place Saint-Martial, Sngou- 
leme, Charente, France. A World 
Trade Directory report on the 
French firm is available to quali- 
fied U. S. companies from the 
Commercial Intelligence Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C., for $1. 











agency for industrial machinery, equip- 
ment, and accessories; construction ma- 
chinery and equipment; machinery for 
canned food industry; and plastic raw 
materials and machinery for the plastic 
industry. Descriptive literature, cata- 
logs, lists desired by firm. 


Venezuela 

Almacen Grafico, C.A. (importing dis- 
tributor of paper, printing materials, 
and printing machinery), No. 115 Man- 
duca a Ferrenquin, Caracas, wishes 
agency for printing machinery. 

C.A. Benco (importing distributor, 
manufacturer of cardboard boxes, etc.), 
No. 34, 2nd Calle, Ciudad Industrial, 
Ave. Sucre, Caracas, seeks agency for 
paper machinery. 

Corporacion Sueco-Americana, C.A. 
(manufacturers’ agent), No. 177 Piedras 
a Pte, Restaurador, Aptdo. 1674, Cara- 
cas, seeks agency for printing machinery 
and supplies. ' 


Metals 


Colombia 

DN- Walter Lullemann (manufactur> 
ers’ representative), Calle 16 No. 6-65, 
Aptdo. Aereo 1495, Cali, Valle, seeks 
agency for metals. Catalogs and quota- 
tions are desired for exclusive repre- 
sentation. 


Office Equipment and Supplies 
Venezuela 

Micron, C.A. (importing distributor of 
engineering and surveying instruments, 
photographic cameras and supplies, of- 
fice equipment, etc.), Veroes a Ibarras, 


WORLD TRADE LEADS 


Avenida Urdaneta, Aptdo, 2445, Caracas, 
seeks agency for office equipment and 
supplies. 
Paper Products ‘ 
Netherlands 

N.V. Handelmaatschappij “Fennia” 
(commission merchant, manufacturers’ 
agent for timber, paper, plywood card- 


board, industrial chemicals), 6 Paleis- 


straat, The Hague, seeks agency for 
kraft liner or lining paper boards for 
the lining of corrugated cardboard and 
similar purposes, the dimensions to be 
agreed upon depending on final use, 
Venezuela 

Agencias Lamo— “Felix Landes” 
(manufacturers’ agent), Edif. Orinoco, 
Ave. El Lago, Apt. 14, San Bernardino, 
Aptdo, 2170, Caracas, seeks agency for 
pasteboard and paper. 

Trujillo, C, A.—“Comercial e Indus- 
trial” (importing distributor of food- 
stuffs and wines, and liquors in gen- 
eral), 16-1 Traposos a Chorro, Caracas, 
seeks agency for waxed paper cups. 


Paraffin 


Peru 

Gramar, S. A.—Cia, de Representa- 
ciones, Importaciones y Exportaciones 
(manufacturers’ agent, commission mer- 
chant), 338-Of. 73, Avenida Tacna, 
Lima, seeks exclusive representation in 
Peru from producer of semirefined 
paraffin slabs, 132°-135°F. AMP (Amer- 
ican melting point). 


Pharmaceuticals 
Belgium ‘ 

Comerciale Pharmaco, S.A. (importer, 
manufacturer of medical and pharma- 
ceutical products, as well as cosmetics 
under trademark Tho-Radia), 68 Rue 
de la Source, St. Gilles-Brussels, seeks 
agency for pharmaceutical products. 
Firm also wishes agency for beauty 
products. 


Italy 

Laboratorio Farmaceutico Dr. A. 
Bologonini (manufacturer, exporter of 
patent medicines), 29 Via Puggia, 
Genoa, seeks agency for pharmaceutical 
specialties on original formulas, offer- 
ing possibility of a ready market. 

Laboratorio Farmaceutico Dr, Gino 
Porati, S.a.r.l. (manufacturer of medi- 
cinal specialties), 12 Via Filippino Lippi, 
Milan, seeks agency for all types of 
medicinal specialties. 


Venezuela 


salus, C.A. (manufacturers’ agent), 


" Avenida Principal, Los Caobos, Aptdo. 


1567, Caracas, seeks ageiicy for pharma- 
ceutical products, 


Plumbing Supplies 
Belgium . 
Societe Technique Pour L’Equipment 
des Unies S.A., “Stegu” (importer of 
paddings, joints, and maintenance equip- 
ment for plants; water, petroleum, gas, 
and steam controlling equipment; ex- 
porter of servo-regulators and pressure 


17 





WORLD TRADE LEADS. 








controls), 4 Qual de Willebroeck, Brus- 
sels, wishes to obtain exclusive agency 
from a U. S. manufacturer of acces- 
sories for plant boilers, joints, and gen- 
eral control equipment, 


Printing Supplies 


Venetuela 


Almacen Grafica, C.A. (importing dis- 
tributor), No. 115 Manduca a Ferren- 
quin, Caracas, seeks agency for print- 
ing supplies. 

Raw Materials 
Mexico 

Eugenio Talleri y Cia., Sues., S.A. 
(manufacturer of paints, brushes, 
mosaic tiles and light hardware; im- 
porter of raw materials for use in 
manufacture), Alvaro Obregon No. 58, 
Esq. Merida, Mexico, D.F., is interested 
in appointing a U. S. purchasing agent 
for raw materials used by the firm in 
the manufacture of paints, brushes, and 
mosaic tiles. Interested firms should 
communicate with Mr. Eugenio Cam- 
eroni Ochoa at the given address, 


Netherlands 


Technisch Handelsbureau Frese & van 
Beusekom (manufacturers’ agent for 
plastic raw materials), 14 Wagnerkade, 
Heemstede, seeks agency for plastic 
raw materials, except acrylics, silicones, 
and polyvinyl flooring. 


Seeds 


Greece 


E. Couroucli & Co. (manufacturers’ 
agent) 2 G. Gennadiou St. P.O. Box 396, 
Athens, seeks agency for linseed (flax- 
seed), 5,000 metric tons yearly, in sev- 
eral shipments. 


Smokers’ Supplies 
Sweden 


Willy Svernby (manufacturers’ 
agent), 37 Kungsgatan, Stockholm C, 
wishes to obtain agency for cigarettes, 
American type. 


Steamship Lines 


Venezuela 
N. D. Dao, C.A. (steamship agent, 
customs broker), Nos. 17-19 Calle 


Comercio Puerto Cabello (Aptdos. 26 
and 53), Edo. Carabobo, seeks further 
contacts with steamship lines and im- 
port and export firms trading with Ven- 
ezuela. 


Tarpaulins 


Venezuela 


Adesco, C.A. Sucra de Ernesto Adler 
& Co. (manufacturers’ agent), Edif. Las 
Ibarras, Esquina Ibarras, Aptdo. 1941, 
Caracas, seeks agency for tarpaulin 
truck covers. 


Textiles 
Belgian Congo 
SCEI—Societe Commissionnaire d’Ex- 


portation et d’Importation (importer, 
commission agent), B.P. 684, Leopold- 








ville, seeks agency for textiles for Afri- 
can market, 
Belgium 

Yvon Van Erps (importer, wholesaler 
of pharmaceutical accessories, articles 
used in hospitals, and sanitary articles), 
26 rue de la Tulipe, Ixelles, Brussels, 
seeks agency on an exclusive basis for 
U. S. manufacturer of hospital sheet- 
ings, in cellulose cotton-wool with one 
plastic side. 


Union of South Africa 


Mendelson & Frost (Pty.), Ltd. (man- 
ufacturers’ agent, importing distribu- 
tor), 10 Todd St., Port Elizabeth, wish- 
es to obtain ,exclusive representation 
for South Africa and Southern Rhodesia 
for rayon, cotton, and nylon textiles for 
the clothing industry. 


Venezuela 

Agencia Panamericana, C.A. (manu- 
facturers’ agent), Edificio La Marron, 
Esquina La Marron, Aptdg. 1189, Cara- 
cas, seeks agency for textiles. 


Tiles 


New Zealand 

Ronald Griffiths, Ltd. (importing dis- 
tributor), 32 Blair St., Wellington, seeks 
agency for linoleum floor tiles, and 
plastic floor tiles. 


Toilet Goods 


Venezuela 

Salus, C.A. (manufacturers’ agent), 
Avenida Principal, Los Caobos, Apido. 
1567, Caracas, seeks agency for derma- 
tological articles. 


Tools 


New Zealand 
Ronald Griffiths, Ltd. (importing dis- 





London Architect Firm 
Offers Services 


Felix Wilson & Partners, archi- 
tects and surveyors, are offering 
their services to U. S. hotel groups 
or other organizations interested 
in the development of hotel proj- 
ects in London. 

The company reportedly was or- 
ganized a number of years ago, 
and holds a charter from the Brit- 
ish Government to engage in 
architectural and surveying proj- 
ects. 

Interested firms are invited to 
correspond direct with Mr. Wil- 
son, manager of the company, 4 
Russell Gardens, Kensington, Lon- 
don, W. 14. A World Trade Di- 
rectory report on the company is 
available to qualified U. S. firms 
from the Commercial Intelligence 
Division, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C., for 
$1. 











tributor), 32 Blair St., Wellington, seekg 
agency for teols for laying: linoleum, 





FOREIGN 
VISITORS 











Brazil 

Moyses Benarros Israel, representing 
Industrias I, B. Sabba, S.A., I. B. Sabba 
& Cia., Ltda., Companhia de Petroleo da 
Amazonia, and Norte Brasileira de La- 
tex, Ltda., all located at Rua Guilherme 
Moreira #235, Manaus, Amazonas, is 
interested in obtaining proposals for 
machinery and manufacturing licenses 
to produce commercial explosives, rub- 
ber latex products, plywood, and ve- 
neers, and wishes technical information, 

Was scheduled to arrive November 
22, via New York, for a month's visit. 
U. S. address: c/o Steinhartder & Nord- 
linger, 105 Hudson St., New York, N. Y. 
Itinerary: New York and Washington, 
Ecuador 


Fabian del Hierro Mena, representing 
self, Calle 18 de Septiembre 333, P. O. 
Box 216, Quito, is interested in con- 
struction materials, particularly asphalt 
tile and related building materials, and 
construction firms interested in build- 
ing seaports, pipelines, and hotels in 
Ecuador, as he hopes to enter bids on 


certain large construction jobs in 
Ecuador. He also desires technical 
information. 


Scheduled to arrive between Decem- 
ber 10 and 25, via Los Angeles, for a 
2-month visit. U. S. address not given. 


Itinerary: Los Angeles, and possibly 
Miami and New York, 
England 


A. Nagy, representing Diamond Polish- 
ing Works, Ltd. (diamond polisher and 
exporter of rough and polished dia- 
monds), 50 St. Andrews House, Holborn 
Viaduct, London, E.C. 1, is interested in 
exploring the prospects of establishing 
a branch diamond tool factory in the 
United States. Was scheduled to arrive 
December 10, via New York, for a visit 
of about a month. U.S. address not 
given. Itinerary: Washington (until 
December 21) and New York. 

Current World Trade Directory re- 
port being prepared. 


Germany 


Helmut Lemm, representing Edeka 
Import e.GmbH (wholesale purchasing 
cooperative for grocery retailers), An 
der Alster 52, Hamburg, is interested 
in importing foodstuffs, especially 
slaughterhouse products, and in meet- 
ing exporters of these commodities. 
Was scheduled to arrive early in Decem- 
ber, via Chicago, for a month’s visit. 

U.S. address: c/o German Consulate 
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General, 8 South Michigan Ave., Chi- 
cago, lll. Itinerary: Chicago and New 
York. 
New Zealand 

Cecil H. Andrews, representing self 
(manufacturer, importer, wholesaler of 
metal merchandising equipment), 41-45 
Rugby St., Wellington, is interested in 
metal merchandising and display equip- 
ment, and desires technical information 
regarding equipment for self-service 
stores. Was scheduled to arrive Novem- 
ber 26, via Los Angeles, for a month’s 
visit. 

U. S. address: c/o R. C. Kash, 407 
Gilbert Ave., Cincinnati, Ohio. Itiner- 
ary: St. Louis, Mo.; Cincinnati;—~Chi- 
cago; Washington; New York; and 
Boston. 

Peru 

Juan Antonio Tavara Cooban, repre- 
senting Ampresa Nacional de Comercio, 
S.A. “ENACO” (importer, wholesaler, 
retailer of sanitary ware, fertilizers, 
galvanized wire, paints, etc.; manu- 
facturer, wholesaler of wire mesh), Av. 
28 de Julio 342, Lima, is interested in 
meeting U.S. manufacturers of sanitary 
ware, agricultural machinery and im- 
plements, and agricultural insecticides. 
Scheduled to arrive December 29, via 
Miami, for a month’s visit. 

U. S. address: Wilson Drive 1020, New 
Orleans 19, La. Itinerary: New Orleans, 
New York, Pennsylvania, Houston, and 
Galveston. 


Sweden 

Gunnar Henning, representing Ernst 
Grauers AB (distributor of automobiles, 
and automotive parts and accessories), 
Torsgatan 23, Stockholm, is interested 
in appointing VU. S. selling agents for his 
company’s line of automobile heaters. 
Was scheduled to arrive December 3, 
via New York, for a 2-month visit. 

U. S. address: c/o Mr. Roy Nelson, 
1752 Karamieos Drive, Sunnyvale, Calif. 
Itinerary: New York, Chicago, San 
Francisco, and Seattle; will visit the 
U. S. Department of Commerce Field 
Offices located in those cities. 

World Trade Directory report being 
prepared. 





NEW TRADE LISTS 
AVAILABLE 











The Commercial Intelligence 
Division has published the follow- 
ing new trade lists of which 
mimeographed copies may be ob- 
tained by firms domiciled in the 
United States from this Division 
and from Department of Com- , 
merce Field Offices. The price is 
$2 a list for each country. 
Most of these lists are prefaced 
by a brief review of basic trade 
and industry data collected in 
making the compilations, All are 
dated Ss coveusber 1956. 
Automotive Vehicle and Equipment 
Importers and Dealers—Austria. 
Fiber Producers ahd Exporters— 


Ecuador. 


December 17, 1956 


Insecticide Mixers, Importer»; &nd 
Distributors—Venezuel= ~~ 

Jewelry Importers and Dealers— 
France. 

Machinery Importers and Distribu- 
tors—Greece. 

Office Supply and Equipment Import- 
ers and Dealers—Norway. 

Paint, Varnish, and Pigment Import- 
ers, Dealers, and Manufacturers—Neth- 
erlands. 

Paper and Stationery Importers and 
Dealers—Syria. 

Plastic Material Manufacturers and 
Molders of Plastic Products—Ecuador. 

Seed and Bulb Importers, Dealers, 
Growers, and Exporters—Union of 
South Africa. 

Sporting Goods, Toy, and Game Im- 
porters and Dealers—Switzerland. 





Swiss Industry ... 
(Continued from page 5) 


ket was characterized by reasonably 
good liquidity in August and September, 
the strong demand for long-term loans 
continued to exert considerable pres- 
sure on the capital market. In August 
the average yield on Swiss bonds, cal- 
culated on maturity, rose from 3.18 per- 
cent to 3.24 percent. 
Credit Tightened 

The tightening of the market report- 
edly had a noticeable effect on the 
smaller cantonal and local banks. Al- 
though the large banks were able to 
improve their liquidity reserves by cash- 
ing dollar assets, the smaller cantonal 
banks generally lacked sufficient means 
to satisfy demands made upon them for 
funds and found it necessary to issue 
“cash bonds” at attractive rates from 
3% to 3% percent. Interest rates for 
first mortgages were increased from 
3% to 3% percent in some places, but 
in general it appeared that banks were 
holding the line on mortgage rates as 
far as possible, in some cases even by 
reducing profit margins. 

With increasing pressure on interest 
rates, considerably greater selectivity 
was being exercised in granting credit. 
A number of domestic loans were is- 
sued at 3% percent, following the sum- 
mer recess. Domestic demand was high 
enough, and it was thought that the 
issuance of foreign loans would be post- 
poned until October. In the face of the 
upward pressures on interest rates, 
some observers pointed out that the 
capital shortage, in large part, was af- 
tificial and could be relieved in any real 
emergency by releasing those funds 
which the Government has withheld 
from the market to combat inflationary 
tendencies. ,The Government's steriliza- 
tion policy still appears to have general 
support. 


An agreement for a Federal Govern- 
ment loan of 200 million francs at 3% 
percent to the International Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development was 
negotiated in September. According to 
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November press reports, however, final 
action on the agreement is being held 
up, and it. is not likely to be approved 
by the Federal Assembly in time to go 
into effect on January 1, 1957, as 
planned.—U. S. Embassy, Bern. 





Some German ... 
(Continued from page 4) 


industry in July and August were 23 
percent above last year, and domestic 
orders increased by only 3 percent. The 
increase in exports, especially of capi- 
tal goods, is attributed to the unabat-. 
ing economic boom in the interna- 
tional market, stimulated by a surpris- 
ingly strong new economic upswing in 
the United States, and to declining do- 
mestic investment activity in Germany. 
Exchange Reserves Increase 

The increases in foreign currency re- 
serves of the BDL were unusually high. 
From October 1 to 29 the increase 
amounted to 470 million German 
marks, compared with 597 million in 
September, 386 million in August, and 
720 million each in July and June. 
In the third quarter of 1956, the inflow 
of foreign exchange into the Federal 
Republic exceeded West German pay- 
ments surpluses by 660 million Ger- 
man marks. 

It was difficult to determine to what 
extent this development was influenced 
by speculation on a possible increase 
in the German mark exchange rate or 
by changed payment arrangements for 
exports and imports. 

Foreigners tend to pay quickly for 
West German deliveries while conclud- 
ing long-term payment arrangements 
with West German importers. The for- 
eign-exchange inflow has resulted in 
over-liquidity of West German banks 
and has tended to counteract the BDL’s 
restrictive credit policy. 

The BDL was concerned with the 
steady increase in West German price 
indexes, although the month-to-month 
increases were so small that they were 
hardly discernible in monthly statistics, 
since the seasonal decline in food prices 
in the summer months offset price in- 
creases for items of the cost-of-living 
index. In view of forthcoming seasonal 
increases of food prices and the effects 
of recent coal and steel price increases, 
the price situation was considered 
rather serious. 

Certain food-price increases were at- 
tributed to the fact that food imports 
had been inadequate to close the gap 
between increased domestic demand, 
especially for high-quality food prod- 
ucts, and domestic food production, 
which expanded at a slower rate than 
demand.—U.. S. Embassy, Bonn. 





The 1956 barley crop in Canada is 
forecast at 275.5 mfilion bushels, 9 per- 
cent above the large 1955 production 
and 41 percent above the average for 
the past 10 years, the Foreign Agricul- 
tural Service reports. 
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FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 








Schedule of International Trade Fairs 


[1957 unless otherwise stated] 


Afghanistan 


Aug. 1958.........ccosse- Kabul 


Australia 


Apr. 3-May 4........ 


July 22-Aug. 3.... 


Hong Kong 
Nov. 29, 1956- 


Jan. 8, 1967............ Hong kong 
Morocco 
May 4-19............+........ Casablanea........ 


Syria 


Sept. weorereeee DAMASCUS 
Tunisia 

SE RAS Se Se Tunis......... 
Austria 

Mar. 10-17 tan Vienna 

Apr. 27-May 6............ OS SSE Se 
July 26-Aug. 4.........Dornbirn 
Sept. 8-15 Vienna 

Sept. 21-29 cemeeeee LENSDruck 
Sept. 28-Oct. 6............Graz 


Belgium 


Apr. 27-May-12 
Apr. 27-May 12 
Apr. 15- 

Oct. 15, 19658..... 


Denmark 
Mar. 5-13 


Mar. 23-31 


Finland 


Mar. 22-31............. 
May 10-19 


May 24-June 2... 


May 25-June 10 
June 16-July 1 


Sept. 14-301... 


Sept. 28-Oct 
Sept. 5-15 


eae 


Germany 

Feb. 1-10.........0« 
Mar. : 
Mar. 7-1: 
Mar. 
Mar. 


Mar. 
Mar. 


Apr. 
Apr. 27-30 
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woe SY aney 





nee brussels 


seve Way ville....... 


ee Brussels 
Liege 


...Copenhagen 


we. Copenhagen 
Sept. 27-Oct. 6........... 


Copenhagen 


eee kd @lsinki 
Helsinki 


Saarbrucken 
yon . > 
Paris 


aie a 
Bee | Paris 


Paris 
Bordeaux 
Marseilles 
Metz 
Besancon 


Paris 


won berlin 


tatosig , 
Nuremberg 


Cologne 
Offenbach 


Frankfurt...... 
Cologne 


soe. Munich....... 


» F rankfurt...... 








eo ee eee eee 


International 


..International 


.. 44th Internati: 


Agricultural 


.International 


Frankfurt Fur 


Far East and Australasia 


...Seshyn International Fair. 


..Royal Adelaide Exhibition. 


Sydney Industries Fair. 


14th Hong Kong Products Exhibi- 
tion. 


Near East 
12th International Trade Fair. 


Fourth 
Fair. 


Damascus International 


Fifth Tunis International Fair. 


Western 


..65th International Soring Fair 


International Fair and Breeding 
Stock Exhibition (Spring) 


.. Ninth Samples and Textiles Fair. 
.. 66th Interrationa!l Fall Fair. 


Export and Samples Fair. 
Fair and Breeding 
Stock Exhibition (Fall). 


3ist Brussels International Fair. 
Ninth Liege International Fair. 


.. Universal and International Exhi- 


bition. 


International Trade Falr (Techni- 


cal) 
International Trade 


sumer Goods) 


Fair (Con- 


International Fisheries Fair. 


Finaish Industries Fair 
International Motor Exhibition. 


International Househ ld Fair 


.International Agricultural Machin- 


ery Exhibit 
International Samples Fair 
39th International Trade Fair 


International Photo and Film Fair, 


10th International Film Festival. 
32d International Trade Fair 


"47th International Trade Fair 


22d International Aeronautical Ex- 
hibition. 

46th International Trade Fair. 

36th International Trade Fair 

33d International Trade Fai: 

International Trade Fair 

Timepiece Exhibi- 

tion 

ynal Automobile and 

Cycle Show. 


Machinery Fair 
“Green *k."’ 
59th International Spring Fair. 
Eighth German Toy Fair 
Trade Fair (House- 
hold Goods and Hardware) 
International Leather Goods 
Spring Fair 


..85th International Spring Fair 
.International Trade Fair (Textiles 


and Clothing) 


.. nter-European Domestic Economy 


Exhibition 
Fair. 





Indonesia 


June 27-Aug. 6...........Surabaya 


Japan 
May 5-19 weve. TOKYO 
Apr. 12-27, 1958..........Osaka.............000 


New Zealand 


Jan. 26-Feb. 9 


and Africa 


Turkey 


Aug. 20-Sept. 20 


Auckland 


Izmir 


Union of South Africa 


Apr. 11-22 
June 24-29 


burgh 

Europe 
Germany —Continued 
Apr. 27-May 5.............Duesseldorg....... 
Apr. 28-May 7 Hanover cence 
May 4-12 .Duesseldort...... 
May 15-26 a 
May 24-June 2.......... Friedrichshafen 
July 6-Sept. 29 Berlin 
Aug. 2-11 Frankfurt 
Aug. 30-Sept. 8 .Bremen 
Aug. 31-Sept. 5 ... Offenbach............ 
Sept. 1-5 ..Frankfurt 
Sept. 6-8 Cologne 
Sept. 14-29 .. Berlin 
Sept. 15-17 Cologne 
Sept. 15-24 .. Hanover 
Sept. 19-29 Frankfurt 
Sept. 28-Oct. 6 Cologne 
Sept. 28-Oct. 6 Munich 
Oct. 5-10 Frankfurt 
May 1-15, 1958 ..Duesseldort 
May 31- 

June 8, 1958 .. Frankfurt 


... Johannesburg 
... Pietermaritz- 


Great Britain 


Jan. 1-12 
Jan. 12-18 
Jan, 22-Feb, 1 
Feb. 4-8 


Mar. 5-30 
Apr. 8-11 


May 6-17 
May 28-June 1 


June 12-27 


Sept. 19-38 


Oct. 16-26 


Oct 
Jan 


21-26 
1958 


Greece 
Sept. 1-22 


London 
Harrogate 
London 
Blackpool 


London 
London 


Birmingham 
London 


London 


LOndon 
L yndon 


Low stoft 
London 


Salonika 


Fourth 
Fe 


.. 26th International Trade 


..German 


International Trade Fair 


Indonesian Internationaf 


air, 


International Trade Fair. 


.International Trade Fair. 


Western Springs Trade Exhibl- 
tion 


Fair, 


62d Rand Easter Shuw 


‘aka and Industrial Exhi- 
ition 


-International Camping Equipment 


Exhibition, 


llth German Industries Fair 
2a International Pastry and Con- 


fectionery Trade Fair. 

Ninth German Handicrafts and 
Trade Fair. 

International of 
Fair 

International Building Exhibition, 

Radio, . Television, and 
Phonograph BExhibition. 

Bremen Agricultural and Economie 
Falr 

International Leather Goods Fall 
Fair 

36th International 


Lake Constance 


Fall Fair 

(House- 
hold Goods and Hardware). 

German Industries Exhibition. 

International Trade Fair (Textiles 
and Clothing). 


.Fifth European Exhibition of Ma- 


chine Tools 
International Motor Exhibition. 
Fourth ANUGA General Provisions 
and Fine Foods Exhibition. 


.. International Brewery and Equip- 


ment Exhibition 
International Book Fair 
International Printing and Paper 
Fair. 


»f Chemi- 
Eqtipment 


Congress and Exhibition 
cal Apparatus and 
(ACHEMA), 


3d National Boat Show. 
a International Toy Fair 
t 


Fifth British Packaging Exhibl- 
tion 
Eighth Gifts and Fancy Goods 


air 

Ideal Home Exhibition 

Radio and Electronic 
Show. 

British Industries Fair 

International Clothing Trade Ex- 
hibition 

Antique Dealers’ Fair and Exhibi- 
tion 

Fifth International 
Homecrafts, 
bition 

42d International 
tion 

International Fisheries Exhibition 


Component 


Handicrafts, 
and Hobbies Exhi- 


Motor Exhibi- 


International Hotel and Catering 


Exhibition, 


22d International Trade Falr. 
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italy 

BA FORD, crcsicinciseccoctoors Vigevano............. 
OS) a, ee eee 
APT. 12-27.......csceceseseees | ee see 
BIT BPO... <cxcccceoscenecessee Florence.............. 
May 8-22........00-.--r-000+ -Bologna.........-csevees 


May 25-June 10.......... Palermo.......... 
May 29-June 13........ Padua 


June 23-July 7...........Trieste............. 

AUG. 10-24... -rcverseceees MOSBINA..........000. 
SE Sa ee 

Sept. 20-30 Bolzano 

Oct. 30-Nov. 10 . Turin 

Luxembourg 

May 25-June 9 .. Luxembourg... 


The Netherlands 


Feb. 7-16 Amsterdam........... 
Feb. 28-Mar. 10.......... Amsterdam....... 
Mar. 11-15 .._Rotterdam............ 
Mar. 22-31 ... Amsterdam........ 
Apr. 2-11 ..Utrecht 
May 14-21 .Amsterdam........ 
Brazil 
Jan. = Feb. 25 Petropolis 
Oct. 28 Rio de Janeiro 
Canada 
Feb. 8-17 Montreal 
Sept. 2-14 Toronto 
Nov. , .Toronto 
Costa Rica 
Mar. 16-19 Campo Ayala 
Mexico 
Jan. 4-13 Mexico City 
Trinidad 
May 3-19 Port-of-Spain 
Uruguay 
Dec. 8, 1956- 

Apr. 7, 1957 Montevideo 


United States 


| Jan. 13-15 New York 
Jan. 17-24 ie Chicago 
Jan. 19-27 New York...... 
Jan. 26-30 San Francisco 
Jan. 28-31 Cleveland 
Jan. 28-Feb. 2 Chicago 
Feb. 2-10 New = “a 
Feb. 3-7 Chica 
Feb. 4-7 New ork 
Feb. 4-8 New York 
Feb. 8-17 Chicago 
Feb. 15-2 New York 
Feb. 16-20 Chicago 
Feb. 20-Mar. 3 Houston _ 
. 
Feb. 22-27 Miami ‘ 
) Feb. 26-Mar. 1 Chicago 
' Mar. 1-9 Philadelphia 
Mar. 10-15 New York.....,..... 
Mar. 11-14 4. 
Mar. 11-15 .. Philadelphia 








.20th International Shoe Fair. 

59th International. Agricultural 
Fair and Machinery Exhibition. 

35th International Samples Fair. 


..21st International Handicraft Fair, 


International Exhibition of Elec- 
trical Appliances. 


«12th International Mediterranean 


Fair. 


.. 85th International Samples Fair. 


9th International Trade Samples 
Fair 


..18th International Samples Falr. 

.. 21st International Levant Fair. 

.... 10th International Samples Fair. 
..89th International Motor Show, 


Ninth International Trade Fair, 


87th International Automobile Ex- 
position. 

38th International Motorcycle Ex- 
hibition. 

ROKA Foodstuff pepeaten. 


.. Dutch Household Fair 


om petermntagen Trade Fair 
(Sprin 7 
Fourth Vecoruntionst Packaging 
- Fair. 


FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS: 
The Netherlands—Continued 











Western Hemisphere 


Brazilian Food Exposition. 
Rio Industry and Commerce Ex- 
position. 


Fifth National Agricultural Exhi- 
bition. 

Canadian National Exhibition. 

Royal Agricultural Winter Fair. 


National Dairy Cattle Exposition. 


Second International 


Auto and 
Cycle Show. 


Trinidad Trade Fair. 


. National Exhibition of Preduction., 


National 
Show. 


Garden Supply Trade 


...National Housewares Exhibit. 


National Motor Boat Show. 

National Automobile Dealers 
Equipment Exhibition. 

Eighth Plant Maintenance 
ongineering Show. 

American Road Builders Show. 

International Travelrama. 

National Sporting Goods Show. 

National Auto Accessories Exposi- 
tion. 

National 
Show. 

Chicago National Boat Show. 

National Sports and Vacation 
Show. 

The Canners Show. 

Houston Fat Stock Show and Live- 
stock Exposition. 

Miami International Boat Show. 

13th International Heating and 
Air-Conditioning Exposition. 

Philadelphia Motor Boat and 
Sportsmen's Show. 

Seventh International Toy Exhibi- 
tion. 

Sapernetionnl Beauty Show. 

International Atomic Exposition. 


and 


Notion and Novelty 





1 Dates tentative 





Sept. 3-12 Utrecht ae International Trade Fair 
Sept. 19-29.....cccecccecee AMStEPdaM. occ. International Radio Exposition 
NOV. 13-20...cccccosee ... Amsterdam....... - International Plastics Fair ‘‘Ma- 
croplastic. 
Poland 
DOO BoD. .ccciccccssieeccstecl GTI. ccscanincmncecttien 26th International Trade Fair. 
Spain 
May 1-20...........coreceeseeee WALCTICIM. ..crseeeceseees 35th International Semple: Fair, 
TUNE 1-20.......cccseeeeeeeses Barcelona.............. 26th International ples Fair, 
Sweden 
May 18-26 .........c00.ccce GOLEDOTBE...00..00 «40th Swedish Industries Fair (n- 
- ternational). 
DUM! B16 oon. cee cenceeee GOTEDOPZ...ccecereeees a Fhotogrephie Exhi- 
bition “‘Camera 57 
Aug. 31-Sept. 18......... Stockholm... .. 15th St. Brik’s Fain 
Switzerland 
Mar. 14-24..............00.... Geneva.................Lnternational Motor Exhibition. 
Apr. 27-May 7 Basel............ a Industries Fair. 
eS Lausanne..............lnternational Exhibition of ‘Brint. 
ing Industries a Allied 
Trades-‘'Graphic 
Yugoslavia 
JOR 1G Bhi diccincclhiench LeskoOvat..........c00. ey tie and Textile 
ne 
Sept. 7-22....... 2c OM, xcpeeiserenecrans International Trade Fair. 
United States—Continued 
Mar. 17-24...0.....c0.000-- Kansas City.........Heart of American International 
, Trade Fair. 
Mar. 22-81.....:.......-..... Washington.......... International Photographie Expo- 
sition. 
Mar. 28-31.................New Orleans.........National Office Furniture Exhibit. 
Mar. OF APP... Oakland... oo International Home 
Show. 
Apr. Super Market Exhibition. 
Apr. ...Nationel Packaging Exposition. 
Apr. Third Southeastern Nuclear In- 
strumentation Exhibit. 
Apr. U. 8. World Trade Fair. 
Apr. ..42d Industrial Health Exhibit. 
Apr. 3 International Automotive Exposi- 
tion. 
Apr. 29-May 3............ ee \ eweseess Handling Ex- 
posit 
Apr. 29-May 4.............San Francisco..... International Irrigation Congress 
and Exhibition. 
May 4-12.....ccccscccecree-es .New York...........-. ——4 Satecnetional Home Build- 
osition 
_ he ae Chicago.......:.......... asthe National Restaurant Show. 
ie GP Ue....5...ckna Los Angeles.......... 38th_International Conference and 
Office peiaintey and Equipment 
ee ition. 
2 SS Cleveland............... 957 Coal Show of the American 
Mini Congress. 
May 17-26.................... Seattle... Sixth Washin: -s State Interna- 
tional Trade , ‘ 
ee RR aac Pa r t s Distributors 
ow 
| A f Panorama (Men's wear spring 
fashion exhibit). 
SORE DB Oancanemants Cincinnati............. —- Manufacturers’ 
nvention and Exhibit 
June 9-13 ERE ES Comeaeernney Industria’ “Exposi- 
June 10-13 re Se =. 


National Plumbing and Heating 
Exposition. 


June 14-July 7 ....Oklahoma City....0k 7 oma Semicentennial Exposi- © 


FO I veteeiviortsins 


tion 
New York............. International Housewares Show. 


Aug. 14-16 Miami ... Florida Furniture Mart. 
Sept. 6-13... Houston ...«. Houston Internationa] Trade Fair. 
Sept. 9-13....... Cleveland... international Instrument-Automa- 


tion Exhibit. 
Chicago ..... American Meat Institute Exhibit. 
SOND ctenainctict National Stationery and Office 
Equipment Show 


Sept. 28-Oct. 2 
Sept. 28-Oct. 2 


pie cadeiesoieinstmaisensakodad New York............ ra (Men's wear fall fashion 
ex : 

Oi ctagiincdnthintnntenn A ae State Fair of Texas and the Pan 
American Livestock Exposition. 

Got, SiGh v.ncccacntian St. Louia.............. -15th International Taxicab Show 
and Convention. 

Nov. 2-8... ae RNS. World Metallurgical Congress. 

Nov. 4-7... ....Philadelphia......... Building Products Exposition. 

ee New York............26th Exposition of Chemical In- 


dustries. 





NOTE: Further information about the trade fairs listed is avail- 


December 17, 1956 


able from the Trade Development Division, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. & Department of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 
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German Foundry Fair Sales High 


Most exhibitors at the Third International Foundry Trade Fair 
(GIFA) held at Duesseldorf, Germany, September 1-9, were well 
satisfied with the commercial activity at the fair, and representatives 
of nonferrous metal foundries reported that their sales expectations 


were surpassed. 

With 428 exhibitors, including 71 from 
foreign countries, and more than 200,- 
000 visitors, of which approximately 40 
percent were foreign buyers, the third 
GIFA far exceeded the two previous 
fairs of this series held at Duesseldorf 
in 1925 and 1936, which drew 25,000 and 
75,000 visitors, respectively. 

Foreign exhibitors included firms 
from Austria, Belgium, Canada, Chile, 
France, Great Britain, the Netherlands, 
Norway, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, 
the United States, and Yugoslavia. 
Three American concerns, Beardsley & 
Piper Division of Pettibone Mulliken 
Corp., Chicago; Shallway International 
Corp., Palo Alto, Calif.; and R. K. Price 
Associates, Inc., New York, participated 
in the fair. 

Exhibits represented all types of iron, 
steel, malleable, and nonferrous cast- 
ings, foundry machinery and equipment, 
raw and auxiliary materials, and were 
designed to reflect the industry’s techni- 
cal progress. Demonstrations of foun- 
dry equipment featured melting fur- 
naces, molding machines, drying fur- 
naces, cleansing techniques, transporta- 
tion facilities, and sand preparation 
plants. 

Interest in Precision Castings 

All categories of foundry products and 
equipment, particularly precision cast- 
ings, appeared to capture the visitor’s 
attention, Interest also was shown in 
products of the light-metal foundries and 
in highly developed special processes, 
such as pressure die and continuous 
casting. Domestie firms reportedly 
placed 60 percent ofthe total orders 
booked at the fair, and foreign firms, 40 
percent. 

An important feature of the week 
was the 23d International Foundry 
Congress, held concurrently with the 
fair. Approximately 3,500 specialties, 
including 1,700 participants from 30 for- 
eign countries, showed lively interest in 
lectures on technical developments in 
the foundry industry. The next Inter- 
national Foundry Congress is scheduled 
to be held in’ Stockholm in 1957. 

The next Foundry Fair in Dusseldorf 
will be staged in 5 or 6 years. 

Copies of the GIFA catalog are avail- 
able on loan from the Trade Develop- 
ment Division, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D, C. 





Americans going to Australia to live 
should take as much of their electrical 
equipment as possible, according to 
“Living Costs and Conditions in Aus- 
tralia,” WTIS, Part 2, 
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U.S. Accepts Polish 


Invitation to ‘57 Fair 


The United States has accepted an in- 
vitatieg from the Polish Chamber of 
Foreign Trade to participate in the 26th 
Industrial Fair in Poznan, Poland, June 
9-23, 1957, the Office of International 
Trade Fairs (OITF), Department of 
Commerce, has announced, 


This marks the first appearance of 
the OITF in a trade fair behind the iron 
curtain. 

The architect and industrial designer 
and the trade fair manager, will depart 
soon for Poznan to survey the site and 
facilities for the U. S. central exhibit. 
Their findings will be used in determin- 
ing the theme and design of the Ameri- 
can pavilion. 

The OITF has contracted for 30,000 
square feet of space in Poznan, 18,000 
of which will house the central exhibit 
in a 1-story building constructed on the 
fair grounds. American industry will 
be encouraged to participate in this 
fair with individual exhibits. 

Emphasis at the American exhibit 
will be on consumer products. 

At the 1956 Poznan Fair, 1% million 
visitors were reported to have viewed 
the exhibits of 36 countries. With the 
addition of the Poznan Fair, the pro- 
gram of the OITF for fiscal 1957 has 
been increased to 22. 





England To Hold 
Gift Fair 


Some 1,000 exhibitors are ex- 
pected to participate in the eighth 
Annual Gifts and Fancy Goods 
Fair, which will be held at Black- 
pool, Lancashire, England, Febru- 
ary 4-8, 1957. 

The Gifts and Fancy Goods 
Fair began as a small 23-exhibitor 
event, and has become recognized 
as one of the largest gift trade 
shows in the world. Buyers from 
the world over attend the fair to 
view gift wares and allied mer- 
chandise. 

Details concerning the fair may 
be obtained from the sponsors, 
Trade Promotion Services, Ltd., 
St. Dunstan’s House, Carey Lane, 
London, E.C.2, 











U. S. Goods Prominent ak 
Utrecht VOCHEMA Show 


Products of 31 American firms were 
included in goods and equipment ex. 
hibited by Netherlands agents or repre- 
sentatives at the third VOCHEMA 
Foodstuffs and Chemical Machinery 
Trade Fair, staged at Utrecht, Octo- 
ber 9-17. 


Of 344 exhibits featuring foreign 
products, 160 West German firms were 
represented, the greatest participation, 
In the order of representation, the fol- 
lowing additional foreign countries par- 
ticipated: Great Britain, the United 
States, Switzerland, Denmark, France, 
Sweden, Italy, Belgium, Austria, East 
Germany, Czechoslovakia, and Norway, 


Exhibit space occupied at the third 
VOCHEMA comprised 8,500 square 
meters, compared with 4,000 square 
meters, in 1954 and 3,500 square meters 
at the first show in 1952. Rental charge 
for exhibit space was 40 guilders a 
square meter (1 guilder = approximately 
US$0.264). 

Although total attendance figures 
were not published by the fair manage- 
ment, authorities estimated that domes- 
tic attendance this year was about twice 
that of 1954, and the number of foreign 
visitors increased by 215 percent. 


The volume of business transacted 
also was not made available, but report- 
edly most exhibitors interviewed stated 
that commercial activity was extremely 
satisfactory. The admission fee for the 
general public was about US$0.50 a 
person. 

VOCHEMA is a specialized trade fair 
held biennially under auspices of the 
Foundation VOCHEMA of Rotterdam 
and the Royal Netherlands Industries 
Fair at Utrecht. The show _ features 
machinery, equipment, measuring and 
regulating apparatus and _ laboratory 
equipment for industrial production and 
conditioning in the foodstuffs, table 
luxuries, dairy, chemical, and pharma- 
ceutical industries. 

No date has been set for the next 
fair, but it is expected to be held in the 
fall of 1958. 

Copies of the official catalog of the 
third VOCHEMA Fair are available, on 
loan from Trade Development Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D, C, 





The Lebanese Government has al- 
located L£22 million for construction of 
a high-tension distribution system for a 
rural electrification project in the coun- 

-try (1 L£—US$0.31). Work on the sys- 
tem will begin next year and will be 
carried out under a 6-year program, 

Bids for materials are expected to be 
announced shortly, 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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UTILITIES AND SERVICES 





One Section of Havana Traffic Heavy in African Ports 


Since closure of the Suez Canal the port of Durban, Union of _ 
South Africa, and the port of Dakar, French West Africa, have taken 
on new significance in the field of international shipping. 

The first real influx of ships diverted into Durban harbor occurred 
in early November, when approximately 60 vessels, mostly tankers, 


Toll Tunnel Installed 


The first phase of the projected ve- 
hicular tunnel under the entrance to 
Havana Harbor, was completed on 
November 15 when one section was 
installed in its permanent location in 
the bed of the ship channel. 

The second section will be moved 
into place when weather conditions 
permit. 

This operation offered proof of the 
magnitude of the engineering problem 
involved in the tunnel’s construction 
and indicated the progress in the plan 
to link East Havana with the metropol- 
itan area. The work is ahead of sched- 
ule, La Societe des Grands Travaux 
de Marseille, the French company in 
charge of construction, has announced, 
and if the present rate of activity is 
maintained the tunnel will be com- 
pleted in less than the 31 months called 
for in the contract. 


The tunnel will be composed of five 
reinforced concrete sections with a to- 
tal length of 520 meters and exterior 
dimensions of 21.85 meters in width 
and 7.3 meters in height. The interior 
openings will permit two lanes of traffic 
in each direction, The sections are being 
built in a drydock on the eastern shore 
of the harbor’s entrance and then towed 
into the channel and lowered into a 
trench that has been dredged to receive 
them. 

While the first two sections were be- 
ing constructed, work went forward 
on the western approaches and venti- 
Jating tower. A series of underpasses 
leading into a traffic circle at the tunnel 
entrance are planned to expedite move- 
ment of vehicles. On the eastern side 
the tunnel will connect with a six-lane 
superhighway to be constructed by the 
Government. 


Although the rapid growth of popula- 
tion in Havana and its neighboring city 
of Marianao has created new suburban 
developments to the west and south, 
there has been virtually no urbaniza- 
tion east of the bay. When easy access 
to the business section of the city is 
| provided the eastern area is expected 
| to share in the future expansion of 

Havana.—U. S. Embassy, Havana. 


The Canadian Trans Mountain Oil 
Pipe Line Co. will build a second big- 
| inch line, tentatively planned to be 30 
inches, connecting with and mostly in- 
} Stalled alongside an existing line, par- 
ticularly where the oil must be pumped 
uphill. 
The present 24-inch line runs from 
| Alberta through British Columbia and 
into the State of Washington—U. S. 
/ Consulate General, Vancouver. 
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called for bunkers and provisions. Most 
of these vessels were westbound, from 
the Persian Gulf to the Continent or to 
U. S. Atlantic and gulf ports. At times 
as many as 12 to 15 ships have been 
anchored in the roadstead outside the 
harbor awaiting their turn for bunker- 
ing, but no ship has been delayed more 
than 24 hours. 


Regular American shipping lines oper- 
ating between Africa and the United 
States—Farrell Lines and Robin Lines 
from the east coast and Lykes Lines 
from the Gulf of Mexico—have. been 
assured by the South African Govern- 
ment and by Durban port authorities 
that they will suffer no inconvenience or 
additional restriction as a result of the 
great number of diverted ships calling 
at Durban. 


All regular cargo and passenger ships 
have been given priority for entrance 
into the harbor and for berthing and re- 
fueling facilities. There have been no 
major inconveniences or hindrances and 
as a rule the companies’ agents have 
had no complaints. Occasional minor in- 
conveniences have occurred because of 
the shortage of pilots and the amount 
of traffic but no ship of the regular 
lines has been delayed more than an 
hour. Port authorities have been com- 
mended for their outstanding work un- 
der trying circumstances. 


In the first 10 days of November 34 
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ships diverted from Suez put in at ~ 
Dakar. Most of the ships were cargo 
vessels, but some were troop transports — 
or oil tankers-rerouted from the Middle 
East and making stopovers in Dakar fo © 
take on fuel and fresh water. Six or 
more merchant ships are often at an- — 
chor in the bay between the Island of 
Goree and the port waiting their turn “ 
to berth at Dakar’s overcrowded piers. 
Port and municipal authorities are 
concerned lest the growing demands of 
shipping on the city’s local potable — 
water supply will create a shortage for 
local consumption, especially as rainfall 
was unusually light during Sengal’s 
usually rainy season, and wells outside 


the city limits depend on rainfall to ~ 


feed the municipal water system. 


In November a record was established 
when 23 ships entered the port in the 
course of one 24-hour period.—vU. S. 
Consulate, Durban, and U. S. Consulate 
General, Dakar. 


Austrian-British Air 
Agreement in Effect 


A bilateral Austro-British air trans- . 
port agreement went into effect upon 
its signature in Vienna on October 27. 


The agreement, of the standard Ber- 
muda-principle type, authorizes estab- 
lishment of Austrian services from 
Austria to London, Manchester, and 
Prestwick via Germany, Switzerland, 
and Luxembourg, or Lille if desired; 
and establishment of British services 
from the United Kingdom to Vienna, 
Salzburg, and Innsbruck via the same 
intermediate points if desired. 


Utilization of the routes assigned to 
Austria depends upon the establishment 
and designation of a national ‘airline. 
The two Austrian groups desirous of 
forming such an airline are still nego- 
tiating on terms of a merger, and a 
number of important points reportedly 
are yet to be agreed upon. 

The British airline company, British 
European Airways, which began oper- 
ating regular scheduled services into 
Vienna under the occupation statute and 
added a service to Salzburg in April 
1955, continued its operations after con- 
clusion of the Austrian State Treaty 
on the basis of a provisional operating 
permit granted by Austrian civil 
aviation authorities-—-U. S. Embassy, 
Vienna. 
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Central Americans Sign Motor Pact 


The Regional Convention for the Temporary Importation of Motor 
Vehicles has been signed by the five Central American Republics. 

This project, which was drafted with the assistance of the Eco- 
nomic Commission of Latin America, is considered of importance by 
the Organization of Central American States, as it is the first such 


regional convention signed under ODECA 
auspices. 

The stated purpose of the convention 
is to facilitate motor vehicle movement 
between the Central American coun- 
tries and thus to strengthen ties tending 
to hasten integration of the economics 
of the signatory countries. 

Each contracting State agrees to per- 
mit for 30 days duty-free entry of mo- 
tor vehicles registered in the territory 
of any other contracting State, and the 
period may be extended under certain 
conditions. 

Each State, however, may make an 
exception for vehicles introduced into 
its territory by persons resident therein. 
A uniform customs certificate with en- 
try and exit stubs is prescribed for this 
purpose, valid in each case for only one 
country and one trip. 

Commercial vehicles: in transit 
through any of the contracting States 
are included within the convention’s 
benefits. “In transit” is defined as 
transit through a country’s territory 
without transferring, loading, and/or 
unloading of merchandise and/or pas- 
sengers. Except for this provision the 
Convention will not apply to vehicles 
engaged in regular commercial traffic. 
Provisionally, however, in the absence 
of a special agreement thereon, the Con- 





Japan Plane Rental Firm 
Places U. S. Contract 


The newly established Japanese air- 
craft rental company, Sekiya & Co., has 
concluded an exclusive agreement with 
a U. S. company for the purchase and 
servicing of aircraft for use in Japan. 

Two DC-3’s and 1 De Havilland Dove 
already have been delivered and are in 
operation. The DC-3’s were sold to a 
Japanese airline and the Dove was rent- 
ed to another company for 3 years. Two 
more DC-3’s were to be delivered in 
November and sold to a Japanese trad- 
ing firm, which in turn would rent them 
to a Japanese airline for domestic oper- 
ations. 

Sekiya also has ordered 2 Convair 
440’s, of 52- to 58-passenger capacity, at 
a unit price of $1,913,000. They will be 
sold to a Japanese carrier after delivery, 
probably in September 1957. A second 
Dove, ordered from England at $90,000, 
will be delivered to Sekiya this month 
and leased by that company.—U. S. Con- 
sulate, Nayoya. 

Establishment of the aircraft rental 
company was reported in Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, September 10, 1956, page 
17. 
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vention’s terms will be applied to un- 
scheduled commercial traffic, both pas- 
sengers and freight. 

The convention will enter into effect 
upon the date of deposit of correspond- 
ing instruments of ratification with 
ODECA. It is also left open for par- 
ticipation therein at any time by the 
Republic of Panama. 

It is not known how the signing of 
the motor vehicle Convention will af- 
fect the countries’ ratification of the 
1949 Convention on Road Traffic. The 
question of ratification of that conven- 
tion is now being studied by the Gov- 
ernment of El Salvador.—U. S. Em- 
bassy, San Salvador. 


Moroccan Civil Air 
Services Expanded 


The Moroccan Compagnie Cherifienne 
des Transports Aeriens has had a nota- 
ble expansion in passenger service in 
recent months. 

CCTA plans to expand and diversify 
its service to Europe and French West 
Africa, an official has stated, and is 
considering the possibility of eventual 
extension into North Africa and the 


Near East. He said that the company 
will shortly inaugurate new interior 
lines to the Northern Zone, linking 
Nador and Tetouan with Rabat and 
Casablanca. 

He also stated that Air France has 
indicated its willingness to assist the 
company’s expansion by means of tech- 
nical assistance and advice and that 
CCTA as part of its service's —— 
to more distant points is interested in 
utilizing the Caravelle, a four-engine 
jet transport of French manufacture. 
Other spokesmen indicated, however, 
that the company will continue to rely 
on DC-3’s in the indefinite future. 

As evidence of initiation of its new 
program, the company announced on 
October 16 inauguration of a direct 
weekly flight from Meknes to Marseille, 
originating in Casablanca, and its pro- 
posal to institute after December 15 a 
weekly flight from Meknes to Toulouse 
and Paris, also originating in Casa- 
blanca.—U. S. Consulate General, Casa- 
blanca. 








Furnished houses and apartments in 
Australia rent from $22.40 to $40.30 a 
week, according to “Living Costs and 
Conditions in Australia,” WTIS, Part 2. 


——e 


Joint Nordic Atomic 


Research Considered 


The first meeting of the Nordic 
Atomic Research Committee opened in 
Stockholm the week of November 19, 
when representatives of Denmark, Fin. 
land, Iceland, Norway, and Sweden 
gathered to explore the possibilities for 
joint Nordic efforts in atomic researeh 
and the development of peaceful uses 
for atomic energy. 

At the opening session the commit. 
tee agreed that programs for industrial 


use of atomic energy would best be de. 
veloped in Sweden and Norway, al- 
though Denmark, lacking water power 
and dependent on foreign sources for 
fuel, is most in need of such programs. 

Sweden's Studsvik material-testing 
reactor is nearing completion and its 
atomic heating plants at Farsta and 
Vasteras are expected to be in opera- 
tion by 1960, and Norway is already 
building a reactor for industrial uses 
at Halden. The Danes are as yet en- 
gaged only in constructing reactors for 
training and research purposés. Finland, 
which is principally interested in utiliz- 
ing atomic energy to provide power for 
its pulp industry, hopes to have an 
industrial reactor in operation within 
the next decade. Iceland appears as yet 
to have little immediate need for atomic 
energy. 

Among topics discussed at the meet- 
ing were the joint establishment of a 
Nordic institute for atomic research in 
Copenhagen and of a reactor training 
center in Oslo. 

A subcommittee of experts will be 
asked to formulate plans for the proj- 
ects to be presented to-the Nordic Coun- 
cil meeting scheduled for Helsinki in 
February. 

The Atomic Research Committee 
probably will meet again in January, at 
Copenhagen.—U. S. Embassy, Stock- 
holm. 





American exporters 
are urged to mark 


United States 
of America 


on external containers 
of goods shipped abroad 


Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 40, 
adopted July 30, 1953, suggests that 
such marking will help to publicize 
American-made goods overseas. 
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COMMODITY NEWS 








U. S. Firm Gets Stock 
In Berlin Company 


An American machine-tool 
manufacturer has acquired 95 per- 
cent of the share capital—3.6 mil- 
lion German marks, or US$857,000 
—of the R. Stock firm, manufac- 
turers of twist drills, machine 
tools, and machines in Berlin- 
Marienfelde. 

Stock employs about 1,000 peo- 
ple. 

The American firm intends to 
modernize Stock’s plant and 
equipment further and to promote 
exports, which have accounted for 
20 percent of the company’s turn- 
over. 

Under the new arrangement, the 
American parent company is ex- 
pected to make available its tech- 
nical experience and use of 
patents. 














German Oil Economy 
At Turning Point 


West German fuel oil, now a byprod- 
uct of German refineries and comprising 
a small part of total production—about 
1.9 million metric tons in 1955—will 
become one of the principal products by 
1965 when output is expected to reach 
17 million tons, 


The development would rank in im- 
portance with the turning point in 1948 
when West Germany ceased importing 
its requirements of finished petroleum 
products and began importing raw 
petroleum for its own refineries, the 
Chairman of the German Association for 
Deep Well-drilling Technology (Verein 
fuer Tiefbohrtechnik) said. Domestic- 
ally produced natural gas is becoming 
increasingly important as a fuel and as 
a raw material for the chemical indus- 
try, another Association speaker indi- 
cated. About 180 miles of gas pipeline 
laid in the past few years has produced 
a network as extensive as that for oil 
which has taken decades to develop. 


German production of crude petroleum 
in 1956 is expected to reach a record 
3.4 million tons, and natural gas produc- 
tion, 355-million cubic meters. By 1965, 
Strata currently being exploited are ex- 
pected to yield 4 million tons to which 
can be added about 1.5 million tons 
from exploitation of strata in depths 
ranging from 1,300 to 1,800 feet, so 
that a total 1965 production of approxi- 
mately 5.5 million tons is expected. The 
same considerations indicate an increase 
in natural gas production from 350 
million to 800 million cubic meters by 
1965. 


December 17, 1956 


U. K. Shoe Sales Up 
Over 3 Million Pairs 


Leather-footwear sales by British 
shoe manufacturers in~ the first .6 
months of 1956 totaled 70,322,000 pairs, 


compared with 66,497,000 pairs in the 
corresponding period of 1955, an in- 
crease of 3,825,000 pairs. 

Of the 1956 sales, 15,950,000 pairs 
were men’s; 23,646,000 pairs, women’s; 
4,551,000. pairs, boys’; 8,386,000 pairs, 
girls’; and 4,672,000 pairs were infants’ 
types. The remainder consisted of 
shoes with plastic or canvas uppers, 
house shoes, and slippers. 


U. K. leather-footwear imports in the 
first 6 months of 1956 totaled 1,753,160 
pairs, valued at £1,718,150, up 59 per- 
cent in pairage and 41 percent in value 
over figures for the like period of 1955. 


Increased imports were received from 
Canada, Italy, Hong Kong, the Nether- 
lands, the Irish Republic, and Switzer- 
land whereas purchases declined from 
Yugoslavia, West Germany, and the 
United States. Footwear -was not im- 
ported from Hungary in the first half 
of 1955; however, in the first half of 
1956, imports from Hungary totaled 
126,715 pairs, valued at £82,068. 

Leather-footwear exports in the first 
6 months of 1956 were 15 percent high- 
er in number of pairs and 18 percent 
higher in value than exports during the 
corresponding period of 1955. 





Syria Revises ... 


(Continued from page 8) 
than 60 percent (30). 

(d) Stockings of mercerized cotton, with 
sole measuring more than 17 centimeters, per 
dozen pairs, 1,200 (700), but duty not 
less than 60 percent (30). 

(e) Stockings and socks, with the 
measuring 17 centimeters or less, 

ane, (300), but duty not 

0 percent (30). 

600. Shoes manufactured from polished or 
natural-color cattle or horse leather, 100 per- 
cent (50). 

601. Slippers and house footwear manufac- 
tured from leather, textiles, or vegetable 
matter, with leather or rubber soles, 1 
cent (50). 

602. Other leather footwear, with soles of 
leather or rubber, 100 percent (50). 

603. Footwear of textile materials or of 
vegetable materials n. e. i., with soles of 
leather or rubber, 100 percent (50). 

604. Footwear of rubber, 100 percent (25). 

605. Footwear, n. e. i., 100 per cent (50). 

665. Glass cast into sheets or plates, un- 
worked: 

(a) Plate glass, rough; 25 percent (25). 

(b) Other, per 100 net kilograms, 4,000 
(2, _ but duty not less than 100 percent 
(70 

ped Sheet glass, drawn or blown, unworked: 

(a) 2.2 millimeters or <a) = thickness, per 


sole 
‘yr dozen 
ess than 


per- 


100 net kilograms, 4, 2,000), but duty 
not less than 100 percent (10). 
(b) More than 2.2 millimeters and less 


than 4 millimeters in thickness, per 100 net 
kilograms, 4.000 (2,000), but duty not less 
than 100 percent (70). 


(ec) Other, r 100 net kilograms, 4,000 
oa. but ty not less than 100 percent 
(70). 


—U. S. Embassy, Damascus. 


World Production and Use 


Of Natural Rubber Down 


World natural ruber production to- 
taled 155,000 long tons in October 1956, 
compared with 172,500 tons in October 
1955, according to estimates of the Busi- 
ness and Defense Services Administra- 
tion, U, S. Department of Commerce. 


Output in the first 10 months amount- 
ed to 1,5 million tong down 2.6. per- 
cent from the 1.54 million tons in the 
first 10 months of 1955. : 

World natural rubber oommainetitis in 
October 1956 was estimated at. 160,000 
tons, compared with 167,500 tons in 
October a year ago. In the first 10 
months, consumption was ‘placed at 
1,552,500 tons, up 17,500 tons from the 
1,535,000 tons in the like period of 1955. 
Estimated imports into Russia and 
China, included in these figures, totaled 
15,400 tons in October 1956, 12,150 tons 
in October 1955, 157,950 tons in Janu- 
ary-October 1956, and 49,175 tons in 
January-October 1955. 


Synthetic rubber output in October 
1956, excluding iron-curtain countries, 
was estimated at 100,000 tons, and con- 
sumption at 102,500 tons. In October 
1955, output was 99,936 tons, and con- 
sumption, 97,500 tons. In January-Oc- 
tober 1956, production was 1.01 million 
tons, and consumption 942,500 tons, 
whereas in the like period of 1955, the 
figures were 882,806 tons, and 867,500 
tons, respectively. 

World consumption of natural and 
synthetic rubber totaled 2,495,000 tons 
in the first 10 months of 1956, compared 
with 2,402,500 tons in the first 10 
months of 1955. Consumption in the 
United States declined 5.1 percent, from 
1,269,607 tons to 1,204,975 tons, but for- 
eign consumption, excluding Russia and 
China, increased 45 percent, from 
1,083,700 tons to 1,132,100 tons. 





— 


Forced Loans... 
(Continued from page 9) 


babassu oil, oiticica oil, and carnauba 
wax, and in the processing arid weaving 
of caroa or agave, sisal, fiber which are 
established in the north anc northeast 
regions within a period of 10 years from 
the date of the law, November 26, 
1956, will be exempt from ineome tax 
for 10 years.—Diario Oficial, November 
26, 1956. 

Regulations putting into effect law 
No. 1474 of November 26, 1951, were 
announced in Foreign Commerce Week- 
ly, June 16, 1952, page 9. 

The changes should be noted in De- 
partment of Commerce publication 
Establishing a Business in Brazil, World 
Trade Information Service, part 1, No, 
55-7, January 1955, page 13. 
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Business reports on the 


countries of the world 


. « . conveniently arranged in parts 


... each part meeting a specific need 





Part 1. Economic Reports. 


Basic information on the general economy ... economic developments . .. how to 
establish a business . . . the insurance situation. 


Part 2, Operations Reports. ; 


Preparing shipments ... licensing and exchange controls ... marking and labeling 
requirements . .. pharmaceutical regulations . . . import tariff system ... patent 
and trademark regulations. 


Part 3. Statistical Reports. 


Statistics on U. S. trade with foreign countries . . . total export and import trade 
of the United States on a monthly basis. . . foreign trade of the countries of the 
world. 


f 


Port 4, Utilities Abroad 


Developments in shipping ... railways ... aviation... highways... electric power. 
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World Trade Information Service Subscription Form 


- [] Part |—Economic Reports. $6 a year ($8.50 to foreign address} 
Please enter my subscription for the following | () Part 2—Operations Reports. $6 a year ($8.50 to foreign address) 
Part(s) of the World Trade Information Service | (] Part 3—Statistical Reports. $6 a year ($7.50 to foreign address} 


(] Part 4—Utilities Abroad. $3 a year ($4.00 to foreign address) 
Name = Oa SES ee a Oe ae sib tsclgenebdasinstittnnebeadbeenechicilikiqeslastibilsincisteacailialan 
Rs tobereapentsiihastienanieeatlesetampctenneyneetonrensqrpsoreseresengetectecovscsscessnccess ZONe......200040+ SOI cebindascouncstadiinctpsecsinnstelipsienpiians Ciena 


Mail to the nearest U. S. Department of Commerce Field Office, or to the Superintendent of Documents, Government Printing 
Office, Washington 25, D. C. Enclose check or money order payable to the Superintendent of Documents. 
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U. S. GOVERNMENT ACTIONS | “ 





More Farm Surplus 
To Go.to Pakistan 


A further agreement for the sale to 
Pakistan for loca] currency of two sur- 
plus agricultural products having a 
total value of $25.6 million, including 
certain transportation costs, was an- 
nounced by the Department of Agricul- 
ture on December 4. 


The commodity composition under 
this agreement is approximately as fol- 
lows, in millions of dollars: Wheat, 
$13.7, and rice, $6.9. As in other agree- 


ments under Public Law 480, the sales 
will be made by private U. S. traders. 
The proceeds from this program are 
to be used mainly for mutual defense 
purposes, for various U. S. expenditures, 
and for an economic development loan. 


Salk Vaccine Quota Nite 
For First Quarter 1957 


A 7-million ce. export quota has been 
established for poliomyelitis (Salk) vac- 
cine for the first quarter of 1957, the 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce has an- 
nounced. 


The quota is the same as that set for 
the preceding quarter but is considéra- 
bly over the 1.5-million cc. licensed for 
export in the third quarter of 1956. 


BFC said the first-quarter quota will 
be licensed according to criteria already 
in effect, which give priority to those 
countries most urgently in need of the 
vaccine, and which maintain adequate 
immunization programs. 

This regulation is published in detail 
in BFC’s Current Export Bulletin No. 
776, dated December 11. 


India Shows... 
(Continued from page 4) 


ber 1956 foreign-currency holdings 
declined to 6,298 million rupees, a 
decrease of 664.5 million rupees from 
the preceding quarter. This depletion 
process continued and by November 23 
foreign-exchange assets were down to 
5,416 million rupees. 


International developments affected 
the quarter ended September 1956 to a 
negligible extent but were expected to 
be an important factor affecting balance 
of payments in the last quarter of 1956. 
Higher import cost and significant 
declines in the volume of both imports 
and exports were expected to be the 
features of the balance of payments for 
the quarter ending December 1956. The 
deficit gap may be narrow, nevertheless, 
because the higher import cost may be 
offset by higher export prices.—Consu- 
late General, Bombay, 


December 17, 1956 


Export Quotas Set on Aluminum and 
Copper Scrap, Used Rails, Selenium 


First-quarter 1957 export quotas for certain aluminum and copper 
scrap rerolling and used steel rails, and selenium materials have been 
announced by the Bureau of Foreign Commerce. 

A quota of 5,000 short tons has been set for-exports of new and old 
aluminum scrap and remelt ingots, 1,000 tons more than the 4,000-ton 


export limitation established in the 
fourth quarter of 1956. 

Primary and secondary aluminum 
metal and alloys in crude form continue 
under open-end licensing. This means 
that no quantitative quota has been set, 
but exports will be controlled to protect 
the national security. - 

Special licensing provisions estab- 
lished in previous quarters remain in 
effect. Under these provisions, applica- 
tions to export primary and secondary 
aluminum metal alloys in crude form 
must be accompanied by evidence of 
availability. 

Leaded aluminum foil scrap will not 
be charged against the first-quarter 
quota when such applications are ac- 
companied by evidence that the foil is 
unsalable in the United States. 

In addition, scrap containing 70 per- 
cent or less aluminum will be charged 
against the first-quarter quota only on 
the basis of the net weight of the alumi- 
num alloy, thus exporters must specify 
the weight of the aluminum alloy con- 
tent on their applications to export this 
material 


Copper Scrap Quota Up 

A first-quarter quota of 12,000 short 
tons has been established by BFC for 
new and old copper scrap, and 21,400 
short tons—metal weight—for new and 
old copper-base alloy scrap, except cop- 
per-nickel alloy scrap containing 5 per- 
cent or more nickel. Export quotas for 
these materials in the fourth quarter 
were 9,000 and 21,400 short tons, re- 
spectively. 

Copper-base alloy ingots and other 
crude forms, formerly under quantita- 
tive export restrictions, now are open- 
ended, and exporters no longer are re- 
quired to identify the foreign “onsumer 
on their applications to export ‘this 
material, BFC saifi this relaxation could 
be made because of improved domestic 
supply. 

As in previous quarters, copper-nickel 
alloy scrap containing 40 percent or 
more copper and 5 percent or more 
nickel will not be approved for export. 

All other exports of copper raw mate- 
rials, including offshore copper scrap 
and copper-base alloy scrap, remain 
under open-end licensing. In addition, 
exporters no longer are required to 
certify on their applications to export 
offshore scrap that these materials were 
collected under terms of a U. S. Govern- 
ment collection contract. They must, 


. 





however, continue to certify that, the 
scrap originated in, and will be exported 
from, a U. S. territory or possession. 


Rail Quota, 10,000 Tons 


A first-quarter quota of 10,000 short 
tons has been established for rerolling 
rails, of which no more than 5,000 short 
tons will be licensed to any one country. 
The quota for used rails has been set at 
4,500 short tons. In the fourth quarter, 
export quotas for rerolling and used 
rails were set at 6,000 and 1,500 short 
tons, respectively. 

Relaying rails now are open-ended for 
the first quarter. In the previous quar- 
ter such exports were restricted to a 
total of 4,000 short tons. 


Applications to export relaying or 
used rails in the first quarter now, how- 
ever, must be accompanied by certifica- 
tion by the ultimate consignee that the 
materials will not be sold or used for 
rerolling. 

An export quota of 10,000 pounds— 
selenium content—has been established 
for selenium in the first quarter. This 
amount compares with the 6,000-pound 
quota set in previous quarters. 


The quota applies to the following 
commodities: Selenium powder-(B No. 
619159); metal (B No. 664998); selen- 
ous acid (B No. 830980); ferroselenium 
(B No. 622098); and selenium contain- 
ing chemical compounds, including pig- 
ments (B Nos. 829810, 839750, 839900, 
and 842900). 

Applications to export the aluminum 
scrap and the steel rails under quanti- 
tative quotas must be filed during the 
period January 2 to March 15 to be con- 
sidered for first-quarter licensing, BFC 
said. 

The first-quarter filing period for the 
copper scrap under quota is January 2 
to March 1. 

As previously announced, applications 
submitted against the first-quarter 
quota for selenium must be submitted 
December 3 to December 17. 

These actions are published in detail 
in BFC’s Current Export Bulletin No. 
776, dated December 11. 





Unmanufactured tobacco imported 
into Hong Kong in the first half of 1956 
totaled 4.25 million pounds, only slightly 
above the January-June 1955 level of 
4.17 million, the Foreign Agricultural 
Service reports. 





en eee es 











UNITED STATES 
Gov@RNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 
DIVISION OF PUBLIC DOCUMENTS 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 





OFFICIAL BUSINESS 


U. $8. GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





PENALTY FOR PRIVATE USE TO AVOID 
PAYMENT OF POSTAGE, $300 
(gro) 


First-Class Mail 





Proposed Import Duty Increases 


On Groundfish Fillets Rejected 


The President has rejected the unanimous recommendation of the 
Tariff Commission that import duties on groundfish fillets be raised. 

In making known his decision on December 10 in identical letters to 
the Chairmen of the Senate Finance and House Ways and Means Com- 


mittees, the President stated: 

“I have analyzed this case with great 
care. I am fully aware that the do- 
mestic groundfish fishing industry is 
faced with serious problems, but I am 
not persuaded that, on balance, the pro- 
posed duty increase would constitute a 
sound step in resolving those difficul- 
ties. I have decided in view of all of the 
factors bearing on this case that I can- 
not accept the Tariff Commission’s rec- 
ommendations, It might well be, in fact, 
that the proposed duty increase would 
only further complicate the industry's 
basic problems.” 

Over the years the consumption of 
groundfish fillets has shown a persistent 
upward trend, reaching a record level 
in 1955, and the trend is expected to 
continue, which in itself is an encourag- 


ing prospect, the letter stated. The 
President continued, however, that he 
recognizes the problems which will con- 
front the fishing industry, despite bright 
prospects for increased consumption of 
fish and fish products, and the difficul- 
ties that will arise unless vigorous steps 
are taken to provide basic solutions. 


President Cites Efforts 


He cited the Administration's efforts 
to assist the industry, namely the pass- 
age of laws providing for increased 

*~ for research, market development 
educational grants, and a 
~olving loan fund for ves- 

“t improvement pur- 

studies by the Ad- 

@ benefiting from 





consultations with State and local offi- 
cials and private groups, envisage the 
development of opportunities for pro- 
moting the well-being and sound man- 
agement of this and all fish and wildlife 
resources, 

The Tariff Commission, in its escape 
clause investigation of groundfish fillets, 
had found that increasing imports, prin- 
cipally from Canada, Iceland, and Nor- 
way, were causing serious injury to the 


domestic, industry and reported its 
recommendations to the President on 
October 12. 


ODM Suspends Action 
To Curb Oil Imports 


Action on the petition to curb oil im- 
ports filed by the Independent Petro. 
leum Association of America was sus- 
pended on December 4, the Office of 
Defense Mobilization announced. 

ODM hearings on oil imports, which 
were held in October as announced in 
Foreign Commerce Weekly, October 22, 
page 35, and the import programs filed 
with the ODM by the importing com- 
panies, indicated that contemplated oil 
imports for 1957 would have constituted 
a threat to our national security. Ac- 
cordingly, the Director of the ODM 
would have recommended to the Presi- 
dent a limitation on oil imports under 
section 7 of the Trade_Agreements Ex- 
tension Act of 1955. 

However, as a result of the present 
Middle East situation and the inade- 
quacy of tanker facilities, actual oil 


* imports into the United States in the 


months immediately ahead will be be- 
low the basic standards. 
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